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Sir H. B. Lefroy Mr. Hardwick
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Mr. Mitchell

Qucsti()u thus negativerl,

House adjourncd at 11.8 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at -£30
p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—WATER SUPPLY, DEPART-
MENTAL AGREEMENT.

Mr. ROCKE asked the Minister for Work-:
1, Is it a fact that the Water Supply Depart-
ment demand an agreement for an annual
payment of €2 2s, 4l in addition to the
statutorv rate, before granting a water sun-
Py service to residents and others deviring
to huild en Cockburn Sound Location 1347 2,
It so, by what authority is the additional
charge of €2 2s, 4. per annum made? 3,
In view ot the fact that the cstate has paid
water rates during a periad ecovering 25 years,
for whi-h ne service has been rendered in re-
turn, will he remove the hardship oeperating
against the interests of eitizens of the work-
ing ¢lass, by giving them the necessary water
supply service without the enforcement of
the demand for the additional payment of
£2 25 4d. per annum?
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The PREMTIER (for the Minister for
Works) replied: 1, Yes. 2, Section 38,
Metropotitan Water Supply Act, 1909, 3,
The department require suficient annual
revenue to cover annual expenses, interest,
ete., on caeh main extension. If rates do not
produce sufficient revenue, a gnarantee of
deficiency is required as in this ecase. The
total water rate on the whole estate is £3 13s.,
which is levied becanse the estate was held in
one ownership, and portion thereot was with-
in the prescribed distance of our mains.

QUESTION —WHALING STAT [0X
MACHINERY.

Mr. MUNSIE (for Mr. O'Loghlen} asked
ihe Minister for Railways. 1, Was the Rail-
way Department the purchaser of the ma-
chinery dismantled at the whaling station
at Albany? 2, Ta it a fact that engincers
and fitters from the Railway Department were
engaged in removing  this machinery and
plant? 3, What was the price yaid? 4, Has
the plant been since sold, if se, what price
was realised?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, The Department purchased the
tanks and tank plates (S3 tons), and one
lathe. 2, Boilermakers were employed on the
removal of the tanks. 3, £2000 for the tanks
and platea; £260 for the lathe. 4, One 97,000
gallon tank, and three small tanks {weighing
17 tons) hn\e been sold to the \\’ater Supply
Department for £1,180.

QUESTION — RAILWAY PROJECT,
YARRAMONY-NORTH BAANDEE.

Mr. HARRISON asked the Premier: See-
ing that the Railway Advisory Board's report
ou the proposal to construct a railway from
Yarramony to North Baandee is favonrable,
and that the railway is likely to Dring in a
surplos of £1,793 per annum over working ex-

_penses, excluding interest, is it his intention

tu intraduce a Bill authorising the construe-
tion of this railway during the present ~es-
sion?

The TREMIER replied:
have consideration.

The question will

QUESTION—-TNDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE
BOARD, COMMISSTON AND ADVANCES,

AMr. HARRISOXN asked the Premier: 1,
What was the amount of eommission paid hy
werchants to the Industries Assistance Board
ol super. sapplied to hoard rclients tor the
year 1919 (1919-20 ¢rop)! 2, What was the
amount of commission received by the Tudns-
tries Assistance Board on account of the pur-
chase of machinery, jufe pmoods, and other
aupplies to farming clients of the board for
the same periosl? 3, What was the total
smount of commission received from all
senreey? 4, Were these amounts paid teo
revenne or wsed for the cost of the administra-
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tion of the board?! 5, What amounts have
been advaneed to industries other than farm-
ing, the nature and names of such industries,
and what securities are held for such ad-
vances? 6, What interest does the board ypay
and what interest is eharged to clients—
farmers and others? 7, What is the percent-
age of administrative cost of the board on
account of capital uwsed?

The PREMIER replied: 1, £6,431. 2, (a)
Discounts and commissions—machinery, ete.,
£706; insnrance, £2,925; total, £3,631. (b)
Gross profit from trading, cornsacks and bran
bags, £1,832. 3, £10,112, (Note.—Total in-
come other than interest earnings on ad-
vanees was £13,182 3s. 1d,, inclusive of 1, 2,
awml 3 above.) 4, Towards cost of administra-
tion of board and provision for bad debts,
3, Development of limestone (deposits at Gin-
pin, £200 at 6 per cent, per annmun. Seeurity
over equitable interest in property known as
Molecap Hill, machinery, chattels, ete.
{Note.—Other advances under Part 3 of the
Aect are administered by the Colonial Trea-
surer.) 6, On X801,633, 41, per cent. per
annum; on £558,170, 61/ per cent. per an-
" num; temporary aceommodation by Trea-
sury, 3 per cent, per aunum; rate chargeable
te settlers to 31st Mareh, 1918, 6 per ceat.
per annum; subsequent to that date, 7 per
cent. per annum., 7, £1 8s. 3d. per cent.

QUESTION—HOSPITAL FOR THE
INSAXE, ESCAPEES.

Hon. P. COLLIER asked the Colonial
Secretary: 1, Is it a fact that several pa-
tients at the Claremont Hospital for the
Tnsane have eseaped therefrom during the
present month? 2, If so, how many were
voncerncd, and what were the circumstances
which enabled them to leave the institu-
tion?

The COLONTAL SECHRETARY replied:
1, Yes. 2, Four. Following the practice
adopted for years past patients were per-
mitted to visit the Royal Show under es-
eort of attendants. One patient failed to
return on the 6Gth inst., two on the 7th, and
one on the 9th.  All but one have been re-
captured.

QUESTION—GOLD STEALING, PAY-
: MENT-0F BOXTUSES.

Hon, P. COLLTER  asked the Minister
for Mines: 1, What amount was paid hy
the Chamber of Yines last vear to detevtive
members of the gold stealing staff as honus,
rewards, or gratuity? 2, What are the
names of the officers who received any such
payment and the amount reccived by each?

The MINIRTER FOR MINES replied:
1, F'he hon. member will be pleased to learn
that as Minister controlling the Police, 1
issued instructions last year that the sys-
tem of receiving a bonus, reward, or gra-
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tnity from the Chamber of Mines should
cease forthwith, and in  consequence mo

Mhonus, reward, or gratuity has sinece been

reeeived by the staif from the Chamber, 2,
Angwered by No. 1.

QUESTION—PARLIAMENT, PRO-
VISION FOR WOMEN,

Mr. JONES asked the Premier: I, Now
that a measore has beecome law which will
permit women (subject to the approval of
the electors) to mix with men on the floor
of the Chamber, will he make representa-
tions to the proper authority to allow them
to mix in the public and Speaker’s gal-
leries of the Houge? 2, In view of the pro-
bable presence in the House of some lady
members after next March, what accommo-
dation in the way of retiring fooms is being
made for them?

The PREMIER replied: I, No. If is
consgidered that the arrangements for the
aecommodation of ladies in the public gal-
lery are more convenient than would be the
ease if the suggestion of the hon. member
were carried out. 2, When the oeccasion
arises this matter will reeeive the necessary
attention.

QUESTION-—POLICE SERVICES IN
WAR TIME,

Mr. JOXES asked the Minister for
Mines: 1, What amount has heen paid by
the Commonwealth Government to the State
Government for special police duty under
the War DPrecautions Act? 2, How many
officers participate in this payment? 3,
What arc the names of such officers and the
amounts reccived by each?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replicd: 1,
£8,075 17s. 1d. was rceeived from the Com-
monwealth Government for servieds ren-
dered during the war period. 2, No such
distribution of this money took place. 3,
Angwered by No. 2,

QUESTION—BASE METAL TIX-
TUSTRY, CONFERENCE,

AMr. WILLCOCK asked the Minister for
Mines: 1, When and where is it expected
that the proposed eonfercuce in regard to the
base mefal industry will be held? 2, Tn
view of the importance of the result of the
conference in regard to the establishment
of the proposed refinery works, will he give
a fortnight’s notice to those whom it is
proposed to invite to attensdl the conference?

The MTXISTER FOR MINES replied: 1,
T have tentatively arranged for the confer-
ence to take place at my office on November
1gth, and =a notification has been sent to all
those interested. 2, Answered by No. 1.
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QUESTION—WHEAT SCHEME,
GERALDTON DEPOTS,

Mr., WILLCOCK asked the Premjer: 1,
Is it the intention of the Wheat Marketing
Scheme to retain the present depét sheds
at Bluff Point, Geraldton? 2, If not, what
portion of the sheds is it proposed to dis-
mantle? 3, What is proposed to be done
with any portion that may be dismantled?
4, What arrangements are intended to be
made regarding storage of wheat for export
from the Vietoria district?

The PREMIER replied: 1, No. 2, Even-
tually the whole. 3, Sold to best advantage.
4, Similar to those for last scason.

QUESTION:—ESPER-ANCE RATLWAY,
SLEEPER SHIPMENTS.

Hon. T. WALKER asked the Minister for
Works: 1, Is it truo that the s.s ‘“Eunela’?
is lying idle at Albany owing to sleepers
not being available for Esperamce? 2, Ts
it true that while there are no slcepers avail
ahle for Esperance, the s.s. ‘‘Phra Nang'’
is loading thousands for Java?

The PREMIER (for the Minister for
Works} replied: 1, No. 2, State sawmills
are not shipping timher hy this vesscl.

SELECT COMMITTEE—FACTORIES
AND SHOPS BILL.

Extension of Time.

On motion by the Minister for MMines, the
time for bringing up the Bcelect Committee's
report was extended to the 30th October.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Mr, Angelo, leave of ah-
sence for four weeks granted to Mr., Duff
{Clarémont), on the ground of ill health.

BILL—CITY OF PERTH ENDOWMENT
LANDS.

Tn Committee.

Resumed from 19ih October; Mr, Stubbs
in the Chair, the Attorncy General in eharge
of the Bill.

Clause 39—Powers of counecil over lands:

The CHATRMAN: The Attorney General
has moved to amend Clause 39 by striking
out the following words in lines 2 to 4 of Sub-
elause 2: ‘‘In such manner, and for such
purpose as the council may from time to
time, determine, and until otherwise deter-
mined shall be aceumulated.”

The ATTORNEY GENERAT,: When pro-
gress was reported, I had moved to strike
out certain words in Subeclanse 2 with a view
to adding other words and a proviso. The
difficulty confronting the Committee was the
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question of the disposal of the proceeds of
the sale of endowment lands. I propose to
get over that diffieulty by moving the amend
ment standing on the Notice Paper amd then
to add a proviso dealing with the sale of
the lands. If the subclause is passed ag I
snggests, it will read as follows:—

The proceeds arising from any sale or
sales shall be applicd by the council in the
development of the said lands and to pro-
vide a sinking fund for the rcpayment of
any money borrowed under this Aet, or
which may be dve and owing on mort-
gage over such land, and the surplus if
any shall be invested in such securities ns
trustees are by law authorised to invesi
trust funds.

That will deal with the proceeds of the sale
of all lands unless limitations which I sub-
sequently propose to move, are provided. By
the means suggested we will secure that the
procceds of the sale of endowment lands will
he used, either for the development of the
land, or the repayment of loans for the pur-
prose of development of these lands, and the
surplug, if any, will be held by the trustees
for the City of Perth. That, [ think, will get
over the difficulty, 1 move an amendment—

That in line 2 of Subelause 2 the words
“éin such manner and for such purpose
as the Council may from time to time
determine and until otherwise determined
shall be acecwmnulated’’ be struck out, and
“¢in the development of the said lands
and’’ be inserted in Heu,

Amendment put and passed.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL:
amendment-—

That the following words be added at
the cnd of the subelause: ‘*And the sur-
plus, if any, shall be invested in such
securities as trustees are by the law au-
thorised to invest trust funds.’’

Amendment put and passed.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: 1T
an amendment—

That the following be added as a pro-
viso ‘‘(a) Provided that the proceeds of
sales of the endowment lands shali not be
applied to the development of any other
land than the endowment lands or by way
of econtribution to the sinking fund for
the repayment of any moneys borrowed
under this Act, exeept in proportion to the
amount of such moneys as may have becn
expended in the development of the en-
dowment lands and (b) The surplus pro-
ceeds of all sales of the endowment lands
shall be invested as aforesaid in the joint
names of the City of Perth and the
Colonial Treasurer.’’

Mr. MUXSTE: T have not had an oppor-
tunity to read the amendment, bui as I
heard it read it will give the council the
right to use moncy received from the sale of
endowment lands te repay leans borrowed
under this Act.

T move an

move
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The Attorney General: No, only to the

. extent of such moneys used in the develop-
ment of the endowment lands.

Mr. MUNSIE:

If that is so, T am satis-
fied to let it go.

Amendment put and passed.

The ATTORNEY GENERAIL:
amendment : —

T move an

That after ‘“provided’’ in line 1 of Sub- -

clause 3 the words *‘also that’’ be inserted.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clavses 40, 41l—agreed to.

Clauge 42—Additional powers of making
by-laws:

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I move an
amendment—

That after ‘ftram car’’ in line 3 of Sub-
clause 19 the words ‘‘or motor omnibus or
motor ear’’ be inserted.

Amendment put and passed.
The ATTORNEY GENERAT.
amendment—

That after ‘‘tram carg’’ in line 1 of
Subelanse 20 the words ‘‘or motor omni-
buses or motor cars™ be inserted.

Amendment puf and passed.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I move an
amendment—

That at the end of Subclanse 20 the
words ‘‘motor omnibus or motor car’’ be
added.

L move an

Amendment put and passed.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL:
amendment—

That after ‘*tram ear’’ in line 2 of Sub-
clause 21 the words ‘‘motor ommibus or
motor car’’ be inserted.

Amendment put and passed; the clanse, as
amended, agreed to.

Clanses 43 to 46—agreeid to.

Postpaned Clauwse 25—Government right of
purchase:

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: When we
previously discussed this clause it was
pointed out that the Government ought to
have the right to purchase this tramway at
any time for the convenience of working their
own svstem: which, no doubt, would be linked
purchase should be made the city council
eonstructed. I pointed out that when the
purchase should take place the city eouneil
would not he entitled to anything for good-
will, and that it was certain that during the
first few years of its running the city coun-
¢il's tramway would result in a loss. It is
only fair that the Government should have
the right to purchase at any time, but some
provision ought to be made to prevent the
council suffering loss during the initial

I move an

1143

period. I propose to get over this diffieulty.
I move an amendment—

That in line 2 of Subelause 1 the words
‘“after the expiration of 25 years from the
passing of this Act’’ be struck out,

The clause will then read, ** The Government
shall have the right at any time of purchas-
ing from the council any tramway constructed
under this Act.’” In order to protect the
council I propose to add a proviso to Sub-
clanse 2 as follows: ‘'Provided aiso that if
the working of the tramway for the first
seven years after such tramway is open for
traffic has resulted in a loss to the council a
sum equal to such loss on the traffic shall be
added to and paid as part of the purchase
money.’’ I think a period of seven years
will be fair te both parties.

Amendment put and passed.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: T move an
amendment—

That the following be inserted at the end
of Subelause (2): *‘‘Provided also that if
the working of the tramway for the first
seven years after such tramway is open for
traftic has resulted in a loss to the council,
a sum equal to the loss on the traffic shall
be added to and paid as part of the pur-
chase money."’

Hon. P. COLLLER: Instead of setting
down the period and stipulating that the
council shall be paid a sum equal to the
amonnt of the loss for the seven years, it
would be equitable to the city council and to
the Government to provide that the amount
of loss be determinecd by arbitration.

The Attorney General: I mtended it to he
fixed by arbitration,

Hon. P. COLLIER: The amendment would
make it mandatory to pay the amount of the
loss sustained during the first seven years.
The court of arbitration should have disere-
tionary power to say whether the whole or
any portion of the loss should be recouped,
just as they will have power to decide the
amount of the purchase money.

Mr, HARRISON; The tramway will be one
of the chief factors in the settlement of this
land. During the first seven years the work.
ing of the tramway will doubtless result in
a loss, and if the council are to be recouped
when the Government take over the tramway,
the council will be on velvet. ] agree with
the leader of the Opposition.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Bearing in mind the
possibility of the, council incurring an annual
ioes, it would not be fair if the Government
coulil step in when the tramway reached the
paying stage and deprive the council of it.
To meet that objection the arbitration court
shonld have power to award the council the
whole or any portion of the loss during the
seven years.

The Minister for Mines: The eouncil might
grant free passes for two years to encourage
people to settle on their lands.

Hon. P, COLLIER: The council might run
the system for a number of years regardless
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of loss, knowing that they would be recouped
tie total amount of loss for seven years.

Mr. Pilkington: The council would only
be recouped in the event of the Government
taking over the tramway.

Hon, P. COLLIER: They would take that
rigk, of c¢ourse. There would be no gnar-
artee that the Govermment would purchase.

The Miunister for Mines: You say that the
court should not award more than the
amount of loss during the first seven years?

Hon. P, COLLIER: The court should have
diseretion to award the whole or any por-
tion of the loss ineurred up to seven years.
This wonld mean that the seven years’
period could not he exceeded.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Perhaps
an amendment in this form would meet the
snggestion of the leader of the Opporitinn-~

Provided that if the working of the
tramway for the first seven years after
such tramway is open for traffic has re-
sulted in a loss to the council, the court
of arbitration may add as part of the
purchase ‘money to be paid a sum equiva.
lent to the whole or any part of such loss,

Mr. Pilkington: Would that meet the
case if the Government took over the tram-
way after four vears?

The Minister for Mines: The court would
award the loss for the period only.

Mr, Pilkington: That is the intention but
it obviously is not expressed.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
simplest way out of the difficulty is for me
to ask leave to withdraw my last amend-
ment, with a view to moving a new amend-
ment to the proviso.

Mr, FOLEY: The Committee should allow
the other amendment to be proceeded with,
when 2 more appropriate amendment could
be moved in another place or the Bill re-
committed here and the amendment pat io
then.

Amendment by leave withdrawe.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: [
an amendment—

That in line 2 of the proviso after the
word ‘*‘purchase’” the following be in-
serted:—'‘ Allowanee may be made to re-
imburse the c¢ouncil for any loss or por-
tion thercof sustained in operating such
tramway during o period not cxceeding
the first seven vears after completion,
but. *? .

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
ng amended, agreed to.

move

New clause:

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: T move—

Thet a new clause be added to stand
as Clanse 47 as follows:—“In determin-
ing the price to be paid for electric cur-
rent supplied to the council under the
provisions of ‘The Government Electric
Works Act, 1814, for the couneil tram-
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ways, the proviso to clause six of the
agreement set out in  the sechedule to
‘The Electric Light and Power Agree-
ment Act, 1913," shall not apply, but the
price of current to be supplied shalt not
exceed the charge made for the time
being for current supplied to the Govern-
ment tramways,’?

This was overlooked when the Bill was
drafted. Under a binding agreement made
between the council and the Government, the
couneéil are entitled to a supply of electric
current for lighting purposes, etc, from the
Government at a fixed rate. It was never
intended that this supply should be used
for tramway purposes, and withous this sew
clauge the Government might be foreced to
supply corrent at a loss toe run such tram-
wars. The council have approved of this.

The Minister for Mines: They get at us
very badly there.

Hou. P. COLLIER: Is there any reason
why we should tie our haunds at all in the
matter of the price of current to the esnnail
for tramway purposes? The agreement with
the council for the supply of current for
domestic and other purposes will last for
the next 50 years. If the eouncil decided to
¢onstruct tramways as a trading concern of
their vwn, I do not sce why the Goveroment
should not make terms with them for the
supply of the necessary power. The electric
light undertaking at the power house be-
longs to the whole of the people of the
Btate, and if any loss is incurred the tax-
payers will have to meet it, The Govern-
ment ahould have a free hand in this
matter,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: A munici-
pality that is running a trading concern or
business undertaking is only earrying on a
function for the central government. What
we might do is to say to the council that
the cost of curreat for tramway purposes
shall not e less to them than the cost of
supplying current to the tramways if they
were being operated by the Government.
This amendment provides that we must sup-
ply current between, say, Selhy-street, Lecder-
ville, and the Ocean Beach at the same price
as we supply current to our own tramway
system right alongside the power house. 1
believe the actual cort per uuit delivered at
Sclby-street would be about 1%d., since to
supply  enrrent there would involve the |
laying of nn expensive cable. The supply of
electricity for tramway purposes was never
taken into ronsideration when the agreement
was mwade to supply the Perth City Council
with current at a flxed priee for 50 years.
Nohody then theught of the council running
tramways. At the same time, T do not de-
sire that a profit shouid be made out of the
couneil in connection with current supplied for
tramway purposes; neither, however, should
the State suffer a loss in that connection.

Mr. PILKINGTOXN: The Perth City
Covneil want some right to be supplied with
current for tramway purposes, becauvse other-
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wise the Government might refuse to supply
current except at” a prohubitive price.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Quite so.
The price should include extra cost invoived
hy rcason of increased distance over which
the current is earried.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I still hold te the
view I expressed previously. 1 agree that
the Government showld not indulge in any-
thing like profiteering in their dealings with
a municipality or other public body; but the
hands of the Gaovernment should be entively
free as to the price to be charged by a State
trading  coneern, Any Government en-
deavouring to impose extortionate charges
on a public body would be subjected to very
strong criticism. Of course the Perth City
Couneil would not be allowed to set np in
opposition to the Government as regards the
running of tramways.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: This new
clause is proposed, with the consent of tha
Perth City Couneil, in order to protect the
Government against having to rupply, as
they now have to do, current at cost price.

Hon, P. Colliev: But are the Government
homd to supply the Perth City Couneil with
current for tramway purposes at cost price?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: TUn-
doubtedly. That is so under the sechedule to
the agreeinent with the Perth City Council
tor the supply of electric current. Tn the
nbsenee of this new clause, therefore, the
Government woull have tn supply the ecomn-
eil with electrie eurrent for tramway purposes
at cost price. At present the Government
supply the Government tramways at some
slight increase on the cost price; and the
object of the new clause is to place the Perth
City Couneil, az regards the supply of elee-
trie enrrent for tramway purposes, in ex-
actly the same position as the Gevermment
tramways,

Hon. P. Collier: Unless the Perth City
Couneil agreed to this new clause, we would
have no power to hreak that agreement by
this measnre?

The Minister for Aines. Of course we
could do that. Tt is only a question of morals,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Here is an
agreement  in existence, vrecognised by
statute, which i3 entirely in favonr of the
Perth City Council; and the council are
quite willing to consent to a reasonable modi-
fiecation of it, because they admit that when
that apgrecment was made it was never con-
templated that they would run tramways. I
a3k leave to add to the proposed new clanse
the following words:—

Plus any additional charge necessitated
hy reason of increased distance of supply
for the purpose of counmecil tramways,

Leave giver, the words added.
New clavse put and passed.
Title—agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments.
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47

ANNUAL ESTIMATER, 1020.21,
in Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the 14th October, Mr.

Stubbs in the Chair.

Department of Forests, Hon. .
Minister.

Vote—I"orests, £13,754:

The MINISTER FOR MINES AXND
FORESTS (Hon. .. Seaddan—Albany}
|3.507: The estimated expenditure of
the Forests Department for the ensuime
vear shows an increase of £792  over
that of the actual expenditure of last
year. This is almo:t entirely duc to the in-
creased salaries and wages paid to the mem-
bers of the staff; there is little or no increase
in the actval staff so far as the arlministra-
tive side of the department is concerned.
The estimated expenditure as shown only
deals with the administrative side and not
with the expenditure under the scheme for
the improvement and regeneration of the
State forests, That is provided for uniler
an appropriation as set out in the Forests
Aet and dealt with on the basis of the scheme
which will be submitted to Parliament for ap-
proval.

Mr.
mitted?

The MINISTER FOR MINFES: [t has
been on the Table for weeks, and as it will
be discussed on the Appropriation Bill T do
not propose to say anything about it new. It
will be noticed that the anticipated revenue
of the department this year is £62,400 as
against an actual revenue of £39,220 last
vear, and .1 am aswured hy the Conservator of
Forests that his estimate of the revenue is on
the conservative side, that bheing necessary
because of the provisions of the Forests Act
which eompel a ecertain amount of the re-
venue to he set aside for definite purposcs,
and an over-estimate therefore would land
the department n a  rather serious
position. The expenditure, as I have
stated, shows an increase of £792,
but when we take into account the
tatal expenditure of £13,754 and the esti-
mated revenue of £62,400 it is evident that
we shall have a fair sum to bring to general
revenue over and ahove the aetual cost of
collecting it. We can fairly say that up to
date our forests have been a good asset to
the State, and while, under the provisions of
the Forests Aet we have allotted to the Con-
servator of Forests, subject to the approval
of Parliament, an expenditure of three-fifths
of his revenune for reforestation, ete., not-
withstanding that, I am satisfied that the
forests of the State still remain a good asset
and will he an asset of a more permanent
nature because of the expenditure now taking
place in connection with the work of refores-
tation.

Mr. Lambert: What would vou call that
road around the Mundaring Weir?

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: That is
part of the scheme. Tt is a scheme which will

Seaddan,

O ’Loghlen: When will it he sub-
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be very valuable from more points of view
than perhaps the hon, member has in mind,
1 had the opportunity on Tuesday evening
last of meeting a professor from America. I
may explain, by the way, that this gentleman
is not really an American; he is a British
subject, having been born in the British Isles.
He spent a great many years in the eastern
parts of Asia and finally took up a professor-
ship at a university in Americs,

Mr, Robingon: Harvard.

Mr. Harrison: You do not think his imagi-
nation is elastic.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The rea-
son why I am referring to the fact that he is
a British subject is that we are liable to dis-
count statements when they are made by
Americans. In this case I am satisfied from
the conversation I had with this gentleman
that he is not prone to paint pictures that
are not really correct, He stated that in his
travels he has been able to discover that in
many countries where they have not given
consideration to the regeneration of their
forests, the people were actually demanding
that the forests should be cut out so that
provision might be made for agriculture and
hortieulture, and that the people engaged in
those industries had become the greatest suf-
ferers. He stated, and I think correctly, that
where the forests had been cut out there was
DLeing experienced a Qiffienlty in holding the
land together., He quoted New Zealand as an
example and stated that that country had
been denuded of timber and the land in many
places was being actually washed out to sea.
that they were suffering from great lana.
giides, all because the timber had been re-
moved.

Hon, W. C. Angwin:
apply only to the coast.

Mr. Harrison: It applies to the land near
the rivers ag well.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Exactly.
We know also that the denuding of a country
oi ita timher affects the ¢limate. I am glad
to say, however, that we are a long way from
approaching sueh a condition of affairas in
Western Australia. Let me point to the
position existing at Mundaring. When we
started out at Mundaring to conserve water
for the goldfields and the agricultural dis.
triets, we thought that the proper thing to
do was to ringhark all the trees, to kill all
the timber on the eatchment area. We dis-
covered, however, that that brought a tre-
mendous amount of salt to the surface, and
that salt of course affected the water. There
wos them a big problem to face. Now we
are setting out to remedy it and ecertain
things require to be done, First of all, we
bave started to remove all the dead timber,
and we are bringing that to the coast and
disposing of it as firewood, In that way we
arc getting something in the shape of revenue
which will zo towards the regeneration of the
catchment area, while at the same time we
are ridding the land of the dead timber, We
have had to construet a road all around the
lake to enable us to carry out the work.

[ 2
And that does mnot
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Mr, O’'Loghlen: What has the road cost?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The cost is
included in the scheme. The road will be
open at about Christmas time and I hope
muembers will be given an opportunity to visit
the locality and see what we have done. The
regeneration of the forests iz an important
matter from the point of view of adding to
out timber supplies, but the work will also
have a bearing of value on our water sup-
plies. From the standpoint of the life of
the pipe line the work that is being carried
on at Mundaring will be of great value to the
State. We might come to the conclusion of
course that, because we do not see immediate
results, there i3 ne value attached to the
work of reforestation which is being carried
on. There is no doubt, however, that the
question of futnre timber supplies i3 one
which affects not only Australia, but the
whole world, When those in a position to
speak met recently in Tasmania to discuss
the question of future timber supplies in Ans-
tralia, they pointed out that if our ratio of
increase in population were to continue for
the next 20 years, we would not he able to
export a single ton of timber, but would prob-
ably have to import a great quantity unless
we took immediate steps to conserve that
which are now available. This is what we
are doing under the Forests Act. We have
made a survey of our timber supplics, and
have provided that a part of the State may
be permanently veserved. Whilst in years to
come we may not even be able to supply our
own requirements, the position will be such
that we will e able te claim that in the {on-
servator we had a man who was alle to look
turther ahead in mafters of this kind than
most of us. Whilst we may be prone to
critieise, and rightly so, a great deal of sym-
pathy should be extended to any officer who
sets out to completely change public opinion
so as to get benefieial results.  We should
thercfore be charitable and admit that while
the Congervator may make mistnkes—we zll
mske mistakes—we may say that taking it in
the gross, the policy of Mr, Lane-Poole will
unquestionably be beneficial to the Htate.
Tt i3 interesting to know that we have
discussed at various times the subject
of the oproper control of the whole
of our forest areas. We have issued
huge concessions to certain companies, and
for the period of those concessions we have
no control. Those companics may disregard
all our regulations and d{do as they choose,
bhut hon. members will be glad to know that
even those companies are now reeognisimy
that they require to change their pelicy in
order to enable them to maintain their sup-
plies of timber.

Mr. O’'Loghlen:
prices, too.

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: Yes, and
we  shall shortly finalise arrangements by
which the concessions and leases witl be can-
celled and permits given on the basis of the
payment of royalties. From that standpoint
the State will reap a greater advantage. Of

That is due to higher
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eourse it is not likely that they are going to
give vs eontrol and pay us royalties unless
they know how their operations are to be car-
ried on in the future, Probably we shall not
get as much as if it were virgin country that
was heing operated on; we shall, at any rate,
get some royalty, but we shall get something
even greater than that, we shall have con-
trel, and thus we shall be able to work our
farests on a more satisfactory basis than we
have dome in the past. T do not know that
there is amything more that I can say at the
present stage, except to peint out to members
that, in view of the revenue we receive, it
can he fairly elaimed that the cost of admin-
istration is not unduly high.

Mr., PICKERING (SBussex) [G.1]: T wish
to say a few words with reference to this
vote, which eovers an industry which I re-
gard as one of the most important brought
forward for our consideration. The Minis-
ter is to be congratulated on the appoint-
ment to the position of (onservator of Por-
ests of a man of the calibre of Mr. Lane-
TPocle.

The Minister for Mines: T think the
Yeader of the Opposition found him,

Mr. PTICRERING: T said the Minister.

The Minister for Mines: Yes, well, it was
the leader of the Opposition who found him.,

Mr. PICKERING: If that is so, then I
think the thanks of membera are due to the
leader of the Opposition and T have very
mueh pleasure in according him that mea-
sure of praisc. Tt must have impressed mem-
bers as being troly remarkable that since the
advent of Mr. Lane-Poole therc lhias been a
wonderfully inereased inferest in matters
affecting forestry work generally, Members
of Parliament, inctuding the member for
Rnssex, have ijucreased their knowledge by
leaps and bhounds since puoblic attention has
been specifically drawn to the importance of
the industry. When one considers the rela-
tion of forestry to our lives, it is indeed an
important subject. The forests throughout
the world are rapidly becoming exhausted
and, as the Congervator of Forests has
pointed out, it is essential that Western Aus-
tralia should take steps to retain her forest
areas and to conserve her timber supply gen-
erally. Tt is essential that we should not
only retain our present forest supplies but,
as far as possible, extend them. A reference
to the report submitted by the Conservator
on our loeal forests will demonstrate the
neeessity for conserving and increasing the
timber industry. The Conservator has been
earrying out a classification of the forests of
Western Australia, and the total area elas-
sified sinee he took over his position is

something like 3,550,000 acres. A great
part of the time has heen spent in
classifying the karri forests., Members
probably were under the impression that

great portions of the south-western dis-
tricts were really dense karri forests, but 1
regret to see that the investigations made
so far show that the karri forest areas are
inconsiderable in compariseon with what
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was originally cstimated, It is true that
there are stretches of country where the
karri grows in association with red gum or
marri, by which name red gum was formerly
known, It has been held by members in-
terested in the gettlement of the South-
West that the karri land is the best in that
part of the State. The report of the Con-
servator, however, shows that that is not
so, and that the better class agricultural
land is that where the karri grows in asso-
ciation with red gum. I believe that an
understanding has been arrived at between
the Government and the Conservator of
Forests for reserving areas covered entirely
with karri, and for cutting up those areas
where the karri and red gum are growing,
the Government, of course, utilising the
karri only and not making the portions
where that timber grows, available for set-
tlement. Tt is astounding to note that the
growth of jarrah is so inconsiderable as the
report shows. From the results of 18 ex-
perimental plots covering five acres, the
annnal growth of jarrah is only about five
cubie feet per acre and the total growth
for the State would be zbout 270,000 loads
per annum. When members realise that we
are cutting af the rate of about 806,000
londs every vear, the necessity for conserv-
ing our position will be realised. We are
going to the bad something like half a mil-
lion leads per year,

Mr. O’Laoghlen: The war pulled our aver-
age down a lot,

Mr. PICKERING: TYes, I understand
that was so, but the position is a very

serious one and has to be confronted. If
the war had not occurred, undoubtedly we
would have heen cutting at a greater pace
than even the report shows, and with the
war cenilitions passing and mnormal con-
ditions returning, the destruetion of this
valuable timber will increase at a greater
ratio.

Mr. Naim: How many years will it take
to cut it out?

Mr. PICKERING: I do not know, but 1
think the report shows that it would take
something like 50 years. The Conservator
draws aitention to fthe faet that there is
only one way to deal with our forests, and
that is to properly cultivate and safeguard
the forests. We have appointed the Con-
servator for that very purpose and it is te
be hoped that the Goverament and mem-
bers of Parliament will support him in
every way.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: Let him stick to his
forests, then, and leave State sawmills
alone, Let him refrain from dealing with
the policy of the Government and then we-
will support him.

Mr. PICEERING: One of the greatest
avennes for the exploitation of our forests
has heen sleeper cutting.  Unfortunately,
the specifications for the sleepers have been
very severe indeed, and a great deal of most
valuable timber has heen used for pur-
poses which were really wasteful.  From
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experiments that have been carried out, it
has been found that a comparatively in-
ferior ¢lass of timber ean serve the same
purpose.  Some countries already recog-
nise this fact and it is to be hoped that the
authorities here will agree that the quality
of the sleeper need not be such as has been
demanded up till now.

The Minister for Mineg: We
duced the specification already.

Mr. PICKERING: There are some coun-
tries which do not realise the position and
it should be brought home to them as
speedily as possible. I know from my own
professional experience that we have in
this State very valuable timbers inrleed,
and it is regrettuble to see such beautiful
timbers used for sleepers, The sooner this
country rerognises that faet the hetter it
will be,

Hon, W. C. Angwin;
vse for sleepers?

Mr. PICKERTNG: I would use some of
the inferior timbers and limbs for wane-
edged sleepers. There is no reason why we
shoull use these squarc-faced sleepers; so
far the square-cut sleepers are the only omes
which have been used.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Do yon suggest using the
round-backed sleeper?

Mr, PICKERING: Yes, That was in my
mind.

Mr, O'Loghlen: That was the cause of
the failure of the Kojonup line, you know,

AMr. PICKERING: Well, the Conservator
of Forests contends that they will serve
as well,

Mr. O’Loghlen: He might, but the rail-
way officials yo not. Let him induce the rail-
way engincers to agree first, and then let
him decide the queation.

Mr. PICKEERING: T understand that the
Minister says that he has reduced the speci-
fications.

The Minister for Mines: T
we were using round hacks,

Mr. PICKEERING: I do not think it is
necessary that the best of this splendid tim-
her should be used for sleepers. If the
Conservator is of this opinion, the Govern-
ment should listen to his suggestion. An-
other important question dealt with by the
Conservator in his report is that of fire-
breaks, [ regret that the Conservator does
not tay down the principle we fought for
when the forests +Aet was before this
Honse, We contended that the Conservator
shonld be responsible for the fire-breaks,
which work should rest with his department.
Tt is ridievious to think that any farmer,
or anv other person living on tbe border of
the forests, should be responsible for the
fire-breaks. Regarding timber reservations,
we have in my own distriet a large tuart
reserve, [ am glad to hear that the For-
estrv Department have aequired that area,
which formerly helonged to private indi-
viduals, Tt is one of the most valuahle
timher arveas in Western Aunstralia and has
been used extensively by the Railway De-

have re-
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partment  for wagon building. Unfortu-
sately, the Railway Department bave taken
only the best and longest logs and a great
deal of most valuable timber has pone to
waste. Tt is interesting to note that the
Conservator of Forests has taken this mat.
ter in hand, and has made arrangements for
the establishment of a spot mill in the forest.
At that wmill timber which would otherwise
go to waste will be used. Over-mature logs,
which would not be touched by the Railway
Department or other buyers, will "he put
Hirough the miil, whieh is situated at Won-
nerop.

Hon. W, (. Angwin: Who started that?

My, PICKERING: The Conservator
I'ovests, T soppose.

Hon, W. ¢, Angwin: Another State trad-
ing econcern,

Mr. PICKERING: I do not know whether
von would eall it that.

Hon. W, (, Angwin: Perhaps they will
try to .sell that one to the French Govern-
ment.

Mr, PICKERTNG: Like many other State
trading concerns, T regret to say, it is likely
to be run at a loss. .

Hon, W, C. Angwin: Yes, beeause it will
cut up bad timber.

Mr. PICKERIXG:

of

The only alternative

“was to ringbark the trees and destroy them.

The attitude the Congervator takes up is:
is it better to wilfully destray the timber
or cut it up at s minor loss?

Hon. W, C. Angwin: [t all depends on
the loss.

Mr. PICKERTNG: He estimates that it
will be a minor loss, and when the con-
sumers get to know the value of the
timber Ffor use in various directions, that
loss may be converted into a profit.  There
is a question affecting the management of
this tuart mill that T desire to refer to.
Heing member for the district, T naturally
had it brought under my notice that the
management- of this mill has been given to a
foreigner. T understand there were a num-
ber of applications and among them several
Australians, and 1 regret that sueh a posi-
tion should have arisen.

My, O'Loghlen: A XNorwegian was ap-
pointed, T believe, ~

Mr. PICKERING: [ understand so. T think
his name is Neilsen. T am not prepared to
admit that a foreigner knows as wmuch as
our own taw millers but T regret that it
has been found expedient to appoint a for-
cigner. T saw the Couservator of Forests
vegarding this matter and he pointed m.}t
that the man in his estimation was emi-
nently suitable, and that he thought
the hest man available for the position.

him

Kitting sogpenaded from 6,17 1o 7000 pon,

Mr. PICKERING: Several questions have
been asked in the House as te the reason
why the pines in the Ludlew plantation were
cot down. T understand it was owing to the
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fart that the trees were of an umsuitable
variety. This is but another proaf of the
necessity for having a skilled forester to
decide upon the proper type. Tt iy most un-
fortunate that something like 100 acres of
pines haid to he cat out. There is very little
said about this in the veport of the Con-

servator, hut 1 urge on the inister the
desirability of replanting that area with
suitable pines at the earliset possible
moment. 1t was interesting to hear the re-

marks of the Minister in connection with
the firewood supply of Perth, and the ex-
penditure on many of the roads constructed
in the Mundaring weir area at 8 cost, |
understand, of £333 per mile, to enable them
to obtain all the dead timber available for
the I'erth market. The object of elearing
up this area, T am told, iz that pines may
be planted at the rate of one square mile
]'er ‘annum, T realise the neeessity for
doing the utmost possible in this connection.
It iz to he hoped that the department will
be able to considerably increase its proposed
aunoal planting. One of the serious diffi-
culties we have is the importation of soft-
woods for buoilding purposes. Bome £60,000
or £70,000 is sent out of the State every
vear for softwoods, and other countries will
not for long be in a position to supply the
requirements of the State in this vegard. Tt
is of the utmost importance that we shounld
have a large supply of softwoord.

Mr. Robinson: But that is not reforesta-
tion; it is brand new forest.

Mr. PICKERIXNG: (Call it what you like.
Tt is necessary that we shoull have the
pines as soon as possible. Tn this respeet,
dealing with the State sawmills in their re-
lation to the TForestry Department, the re-
poit of the Conservator states—

Without wishing to unduly disparage the
management of the State sawmnills, there is
ne doubt that, under existing conditions,
the parti-ular portion of the people’s her-
itage covered by the State sawmilling per-
mit arcas is bheing exploited with a maxi.
mum of waste amd without any view to the
futmre. The same may be said of other
largre private firms operating in the jarrah
voumtry. The only remedy is to find new
markets and so sell wood which to-day is
either being burnt at the mill fire or is left
standing in the forest to rot; and for this
jurpose the advent of a Fremeh sawmilling
company would be of special value,

When the proposition of selling the State
sammills to a Prench syndieate was hefore
the House it was viewed with general dis-
favour. But it seems that France is one of
the few countries that willi take the timber
we have to spare and which we otherwise
cannat get rid of. Another important ad-
vanes which has been made since the advent
of the Conservator is that of a system of
kiln-drying for onr timbers, The hononr of
having introdueed this method to Western
Australia lies between Professor Tomlinson
sml Mr, Laune-Poole. Tt represents a great
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advance in the seasoning of qur local tim-
kers, and has made the handling of jarrah
and karri very muech easior and more profit-
able than it was in the past. I should like
to read n short passage troin “Notes on the
Forests andl Forest Produets and Endustries
of Western Australia,’’ in which it is stated—

A second kiln was erected in the grounds
of the 1T niversity at (‘rawley, and at it per-
feetly dried timber is turned out, The
product of this kiln is cagerly sought after
by furniture manufagturers and others
whose business demands timber in a thor-
oughly dry condition, JMlessrs. Millars
Timber and Trading Company at their
sawmills at Yarloop have crected a drying
kiln on the principle of that at C(rawley,
and are turning out kiln-dried timber on
a commercial scale. The times occupied
in converting by kiln-drying green jarrah
inte commereially dry timber are approxi-
mately as follows:—Cue inch in thickness,
28 days; Y. inches in thickness, 40 days;
2 inches in thickness, 56 days; and 3 inches
in thickness, 8¢ days. Karvi takes longer
to Jdry than jarrah, the approximate times
being, 1 inch, 35 days, and 1% inches, 70
days.

This is indieative of its commerecial value.
When one recalls that in buying timber in
England oue specifies timber of some years
in seasoning, it will he wnderstood what an
appreciable benefit has been conferred on the
State by this kiln-drying proeess. I wish to
draw attention te the sandalwood industry.
Owing to the very high price that was paid
for sandalwood, there was a boom in the in-
dustry. On page 9 of the Conservator's re-
port wilt be found the follewing:—

The overcutting of the sandalwood sup-
plies of the State reached frenzied propor-
tion. The average quantity of sandalwood
absorbed by China during the past 70
years has been 4,500 tons per annum, Dur-
ing the year under report the ent amounted
to 17,269 tons. It is difficult to ascribe the
oxact eause of this very large increase. It
is probably due to a number of factors, of
which the very high rate of exrhange which
followed the rise in the price of silver, and
consequently of the Chinese dollar, is the
main reason.

We have heen exploiting onr sandalwood in-
dnstry purely for marketing purposes, and
nre fast dennding our sandalwood reserves.
In a previous debate attention was drawn to
the seriousness of the position and the de-
sirability of reforegtation of ' sandalwood.
Rome venrs ago, when the late Mr, Ednie
Brewn was in charge of our forests, an ex.
periment was earried out which seemed to in-
dicate that it would be possible to secure an
cffective measure of relief in this dircetion.
T notice that in the allocation of funds for
the ensning year, £1,000 has been set aside
for the propagation of sandalwond and mallet
bark. That brings us to another important
factor in, our industry, namely, the condition
of the mallet bark industry, which promised
very great things for Western Aunstralia.
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Mr. Harrison: It was cut out in about
three yeara

Mr. PICKERING: Yes, owing to its ex-
ploitation.

Hon. W. C, Angwin:
would bhuy it.

Mr, PICKERING: That is so. The real
value of mallet bark was demonstrated by the
Germans,  Here is a passage in the offieial
publication of the Forests Department—

The wattle is Australia’s national floral
emblem.  Its riely, golden flower has in-
spired poets, and it is always referred to
with admiring pride. The other side of
the shield exhibits no idealism whatever,
and presents only a srene of systematic
destruction. The bark of the wattle con-
tains a powerful tanning agent, and has
therefore a commereial value, The conse-
quence has been that everywhere in Aus-
tralita the wattle has been ruthlessly saeri-
ficed for the sake of its hark. At one time
the export trade in wattle bark was very
large. To-day the quantity sent abroad is
negligible.  Australia, indeed, is now un-
able to supply her own wants for tanning
materials, and imports largely, prineipally
from South Africa. The irony concealed in
the last-mentioned fact is that South Africa
imported the sced from Australia, started
growing and kept on growing wattle while

Australia was destroying it, and now Aus-

tralia has practically no wattle, while South

Africa’s export of wattle bark and wattle

bark extraet rupns into hundreds of thou-

sands per annum, and is yearly increasing.

Mr. Robinson: But all that appeared in
the Press months ago, and everybody has
read it.

Mr, Underwood: That is no reason why
he should not read it again.

Mr, PICKERING: It may have appeared
in the Press months ago, but not everybody
has read it. I give the hon. member every
eredit for what he did while he was Minister
for Forests.

The CHAIRMAN: We are discussing the
Estimates; let us stick to them.

Mr. PICKERIXG: I will endeavour to do
so. We still have a bark suitable for tan-
ning purposes. We can use this bark in con-
junetion with the pearling industry, because
in the search for pearls men have to use a
certain amount of timber in their fires for
cooking, and other purposes. The timber they
vse is the mangrove, the hark of which is ex-
cellent for tanning but has been wasted in
the past. It is now, however, in consequence
of its high tannin properties. being sold at a
profit. Tt is interesting to know that at the
conference of Premiers two very important
forestry matters were dealt with, At the
conference held in May resclutions were
passed relating to the establishment of a
forestry school and to the area of Iand to
be reserved for the needs of the Common-
wealth, It is very necessary to have a
sgchool of forestry and 1 regret exiremely
that it is not to be established in Western
Australia. I am glad, however, that it has

Ouly the Germans

. timber in this State,
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been decided to establish the forest pro-
duets laboratory in Western Australia, It
is highly probable that we shall lose the
services of Mr. Boas, who has been very
intimately associated with this movement,
T Dbelieve that he has accepted an appoist-
ment te a position carrying a higher re-
muneration than this State was prepared to
offer him, and I hope that another officer
will be appointed te sncceed him,

The Minister for Mines: I do not want
to be unkind, but I do not think Mr. Beas
has been very generous in his attitude to
the Btate.

Mr. O'Logblen: That is so, especially
after having bad a trip around the world
for which the State found the money.

Mr. PICKERING: 1 believe Mr. Boas
waus eminently suited for this work.

Mr. O'Loghlen: The State trained him
for it. : .

Mp. PICKERING: Yes, and it is a matter
for regret that, after having had such privi-
leges conferred upon him, he should have
turned down a State like Western Australia.
1 dareszy, however, that there are as good
fish in the sen as ever ecame out of it. Tt
is cssential that the forest products labora-
tory should bc got under way as early as
possible, because it is most important that
we ghould diseover means for getting in
this State timber suitable for pulping pur-
poses. In other countries the timber suit-
able for pulping is rapidly being cut out, .
and 1 believe it is difficult to grow such
Therefore, we ghould
endeavour to diseover among our indigenous
timbers one that is suitable for pulping pur-
peses. This is a very strong reason for
getting the laboratory working at the earli-
est possible date. We owe a very great
debt of gratitude to the Conservator of
Torests for the interest he has created in
this State in matters relating to forestry.
The timber industry is one of the most im-
portant in the State, and it is one which
prior to the advent of Mr. Lane-Poole was
gradually waning. By the adoption of a .
proper system of forest conservafion, we
might yet he able to retrieve our position,
and even improve it. Nothing is more vital
to the welfare of the State than the con-
gervation of this industry and the introdue-
tion of timbers not grown here, but very
urgently needed, particularly soft woods.
Tnstead of decreasing any item on the
Ferest Department Estimates, I am sure it
will he the desire of every member that the
most generous assistance should be giver to
the department to help forward the in-
dustry.

Mr. MULLANY (Menzies) [7.48]: I wish
to deal almost exclusively with ome phase
of forestry, namely the sandalwood indus-
try, and I intend to quote somewhat from
the report of the Conservator of Forests for
the vear ended the 30th Jume, 1920, The
member for Sussex (Mr. Pickering) touched
on this matter to some extent when he dealt
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with what the Couservator deseribes as the

over-cotting of sandalwood supplies. The
‘Couservator states—
The over-cutting of the sandalwood

supplies of the State rcached frenzied
proportions, The average quantity of
sandalwood absorbed by China during the
past 70 years is 4,500 tons per annum,
I believe that total is correct, Furfher on
the report continues—
The alarming rate of ecutting made it
necessary to attempt to regulate the in-
dustry. In the past, the slumps that
have followed hoom years bave been so
disastrous as to cause a general cessation
of the industry, The trade is a purely
Chinese one and is mainly carried out by
the Chinese through agents in Perth or
Fremantle working on letters of credit,
The Chinese thus entirely control the
industry, and, as is only natural, the bulk
of the profits, instead of coming to West-
ern Australia, go to China, while the
Western Aunstralian Government only ob-
tains a royalty of 35s. per ton. It was
decided to try to ecurtail the ecutting to
5,000 tons per annum as a maximum, and
to effect this tenders were called on a
royalty basis for the exclusive right to
remove this quantity of sandalwooed from
the major portion of the sandalwood
country. The proposal met with so much
eriticism that the tenders were eaneelled,
and instead, the voyalty on the wood was
raiged from 5s, to £2 per ton. Whilst
this will eertainly give the Government
a considerable increase of revenue, it will
not effect the main object of regulating
the supply of wood to that quantity which
China ¢an absorb, and so assuring a con-
tinuons trade at a maximum price. The
matter cannot he left as it is and steps
should be taken to remedy it. Sinee
China now has between three and four
years’ supply on hand, the problem of
regulating the industry and at the same
time doing as little hurt to the cutters
as possible, is one which presents some
difficulty.
I quite agree with the Conservator regard-
ing the difficulty of regulating the trade in
a way that will do justice to all parties
concerned
Mr. Harrison: What e yon suggest?
Mr. MULLANY: Bnt T certainly cannot
congratnlate the Conservator on the attempts
he has made. The Conservator states that
the average export of sandalwood to China
from this Siate during the last 70 years
has been 4,500 tons a year. That is correct
go far as figures go, bhut for practical pur-
poses it is entirely misleading. T do not
know of what interest it ean he to anvone
to be informed of the average export per
year over a period of 70 years. If the Con-
servator had given the average for the past
10 years, his figures would have been of
greater service. The average expori of san-
dalwood from Western Australia duering the
past 10 years has been 6,200 tons per year.
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The Minister for Jines:
clude last year?

Mr, MULLAXNY: Yes. To show how use-
less it is to average exports over such a
long period as 70 years, [ would point out
that in the third decade—from 1830 to 1860
—the quantity cxported was only 1,209 tons
for the whole 10 years. To guote the aver-
age for 70 years, is of no practical use.
We want to know what quantity China is
taking each year, and what she iz prepared
to take at the present time. In his report
the Comscrvator says that it is the desire
of the department to curtail the export of
sandalwood to a maximum of 5,000 tons per
year. [ want to know why the department
desire to deliberately cortail the export of
this commodity, which we ourselves do not
nse, by over 1,000 tons on the quantity
annvally sent away dQuring the last 10 years.
I eannot imagine what the Conservator’s ob-
Jeet is, and [ feel sure that the Minister will
find some difficulty in explaining the objeet
of this propesal.

Mz, Pilkington: Js ot
wood is being cut omnt?

Mr. MULLANY: There is no need to
worry about that. Tt is true that in years
poue by sandalwood was much more acces-
sible than it has been during the last few
years. It is now neceessary for the pullers
to travel further from the ranilways in order
to reach the sandalwood areas, but the idea
that ouor sandalwood arveas are being de-
nuded is to a large extent erroneous. There
arc vast arcas of sandalwood producing
comitry which have been scarcely touched,
but undoubtedly these arcas are somewhat
difficult of aeccess. Even the member for
Perth  (Mr, DPilkington) would exert his
efforts to prevent the sandalwood from heing
ent out altogether. 1f we were adopting
a policy of growing sandalwood, there might
be some semse in imposing this restriction,
hat to curtail the supplies by more than
1,000 tons on what we have beep exporting
during recent years is absurd.

The Minister for Mines: The quantity ex-
ported last year, 13,000 toms, was not an
average year’s cxport.

Mr. MULLANY: T have taken the aver-
age for the past 10 years. :

The Minister for Mines: That is just as
had as taking the average for 70 years.

Mr. MULLANY: Tt might not be qnuite
fair to include an abnormal vear, but why
should the Conservator seek to restrict the
cut to 5,000 tons a year?

Alr. Underweood: T1f we are going to eut
it out, we might as well do so this year as
next year.

Mr. MULLANY: A few weeks ago when
moving in this House to disallow a regula-
tion made nnder the Forests Act by which it
was proposed to limit the size of sandalwood
to 15 inches in cireumference, I complained
that the Conscrvator of Forests had misled
me when the proposed contract was under con-
sideration some litfle time before. The Con-

Does that in-

it because the
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~ervator stated that he had no intention of
limiting the size of the sandalwood which
pullers wonld he permitted to take; it was
a regulation which had been in existence for
many years and which had never previously
been enforeed. The Minister assurced me that
there was no intention to mislead me or any-
ore else on the question, and T accepted the

assurasnce. When the Minister gave that as-
suranee, he made an ecxplanation to this
cffect—

The Conservator pointed out that at the
time the member for Menzies approached
him in comnection with the regulation re-
garding the size of sandalwood, the ques-
tion of granting a permit under the For-
ests Act to any one firn or individual was
under consideration and bad not been dis-
posed of. He (the Conservator) pointsout
that under conditions then being imposed
to limit the output in any ome year, it
would mnot have been possible ta permit
sandalwood pullers operating under the
dircetion of any firm to take sandalwood
as imptied under the regulations, and when
the regulations were altered and new con-
ditions were under consideration, what the
hon. member understood did not apply.

There is only one construction I can put npon
that explanation by the Conservator. The
contract hard caused such an outery that the
Government felt impelled to eancel it. The
Conservator was under the impression thaf
the contract wonld be let. The only con-
struction ¥ can place upon the explanation is
that if the contract had been let, the regula-
tion would not have heen enforced. When
the contract was caneclled and the individual
pullers were operating, the Conservator, ap-
parently ont of officinl spitefulness that his
pet project had been turned down, was pre-
pared to deliberately harass the small san-
dalwood getter. The Conservator said he was
under the impression that the bhiz contract
would he let.

The Minister for Mines: TUnder a permit
you can make any conditions you Yike.

Mr. MULLAMNY: The Conservator told
me, that the Minister repeated the statement,
that he was then under the impression -that
the contract would be Iet, and that the regu-
lation wonld not be enforeed.

Mr, Pilkington: Would it have been that
if one limitation was impesed the other
woulld not be wecessary?

Mr. MULLAXY: Why was not the other
restrietion necessary! Ts the member for
Ferth advocating the claims of the hig com-
bing !

Mr, Pilkington: Was that not the Conser-
vater’s point? [f one limitation was there
the other was not nocessary.

Mr. MULLANY:
granted to a big firm.

Mr. Pilkington: With a limitation as to
the amount of sandalviesd to he cut.

Mp, MULLAXNY: What has the limitation
as to output to do with the size of wooid to he
vut? T think the Conservator would have heen
hetter emploved in endeavouring to obtain a

[t one  conep-sion was
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practical knowledge of the sandahvood forests
of the State than in going away to atteuil
conferences in England and Europe. He has
never taken the trouble to hecome personally
eonversant with the urcas in which sandal-
wood is cut. | do not think hie has ever
heen there,

Mr. Hudson:
polidfields,

Mr, MULLAXNY: There may he difficulties
in the way of regulating the trade, in en-
deavouring to see that the State gets a fair
recompense from it, and that the men in the

He has never bheen on the

“bush reccive due reward for their labours,

but it appears to me that the Conservator
thinks that he alone knows what to do, and
does not take the trouble to confer with people
who are interested and understand the con-
ditions. From the tone of the report onc can
only judge that he contemplates restrivting
the output of sandalwood. T hope, before
he imposes any further restrictions on the
industry or suggests any further alteration to
the Forests Act as regards sandalwood, he
will make himself more conversant with the
industry than he _is to-day. Unless he does
so, he will oncounter even greater tronble im
the future than he has in the past.

Mr, O'LOGTILEN (Forrest) [83]: T will
be brief in my remarks, hecause T shall have
an opportunity at a later stage of discussing
varions phases of the manarement of forests
as this appertaing to the Conservator. The
Minister waa also hrief in introducing these
Estimates, heeanse they naturally contain
the usual items which appear from year to
vear and which do not eall for mmneh eom-
ment. T intend to confine my vemarks chiefly
to the report of the Conservator as pre-
sented to Parliament. Tn comparison with
reports prosented in previous years it is fairly
informative. Although net strietly accurate
I some resvects, inasmuch as  politieal
opinions are evpreseed in it which might
welt have bpen left out, it covers all the rami-
fications of forest wealth in Western Ans-
tralin. We have, thercfore, reason te he
gratefnl for the information supplied, par-
tieularly with regard to the tabhulated form
in which the information is presented. As
pointed ont by the member for Sussex keen
disappointment was felt that, judeing from
the classification reports, the amount of
karri that was available was not aa great
as had been represented in vrevions years.
The Conservator points out that the desire
for settlement in the karri regions is still
fairlv pronounced, hut that the experiments
made with mixed timber eountry show that
this offers the greatest inducement to set-
tlers. He further recommends that on this
country alene settlement should uot he al-
lowed to take place. 1 do not know that T
am right in s=aving that this i= hig reeam-
mendation. Judging from his remarks and
conversatinns he appears to be entirely op-
posed to seitiement there. T also, am ap-
posed to it where it ean be avoided. There
are toms small areas in the gullies ~hieh
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mivht be made availalle for scttlement, but
wher we consider the increased price of tim-
Der aml the feverish desire on the part of
timber companies operating here to utilise
every available piece of timber, that it was
the enstom in previous years to pass over,
postulating a hig demand in the future as
well as big priees, the Conservater would he
right in demanding that the karri areas, as
well as other commereial timber areas, should
he preserved for timber purposes. We have
other big areas in Western Australia which
can be given up to rural pursnits. Oppor-
tunities can be given to settlers to develop
snch areas, whilst we reserve that portion in
the Sonth-West, which is in the gencrous rain-
fall bhelt, for the purpose of producing com-
mereial timbers for all time. T am prompted
to give the Conrervator my support in this
one direction hy reason of the fact that the
market for karri timber, so long dormant,
is now heginning to revive. A few wvears ago,
for a comparative song, anyone in Western
Australin could have taken up half the
countryside; that was before the Labonr Gov-
ernment, by establishing State sawmills and
opening up a new province, gave a ¢ommer-
cial value to this particular elass of timber,
One or two companies did take up big arcas
of country, but hecause there was no market
for the timber they abandoned them, anid
the whole countryside was a dead letter vo far
as State activities were concerned. By a
method of treatment known as the powellising
process, which won the support of the
Federal Engineer (Mr. Bell), and other ex-
perts who had an opportunity of testing it,
karri became a commercial proposition; and
yet so great and deep rvooted was the pre-
judice apainst it as a commercial timber,
that it was not until some ten wecks ago that
it found its way at last into the Imdian mar-
ket. The first shipment is now on its way
to India. This indieates that the Govern-
ment and the department would be well ad-
vised to preserve that arca as far as possible,
seeing that it is an area so lavishly blessed
by nature for inereased production, as the
timber comes to maturity and grows in
greater density than cother commereial timbers
that we deal in. T hope the Minister will sup-
port this project, even if the experts and au-
thorities, enthusiasts and optimists in agri-
enlture try to put aside the claimis of our
timber arcas. As he has done hefore, the
Conservator points out the very great denu-

dation that is going on, his estimate
being something like 800,000 loads per
annum. The mnatural recuperation e

estimates to he 270,000 loads per annum, He
suggests in his renort that the exportable
amount of timber should be limited to
the goantity whieh is gradually won ecach
year by this re-growth, We munst admit
straight away that such a thing is uwnwork-
able. Western Australia possesses all too
few industries that are showing huoyaney,
and these should be permitted to assist the
State in the very parlons finaneial times
throngh which it is passing. Provided the
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right methods are employed, and money is
applied year after year to the management
of our forests on right lines, I think we
can safely wpo along with our exports, L
admit that if we spend annuilly a certain
amount of energy or money, and only get a
rcturn eynal to a quarter of that expendi-
ture, the time must come when, in the
natural order of things, a crisis occurs. L
do not think that such a state of affairs
will arise in this State. During the last
two or three vears a cvommercial value has
been given to scores of thovsand loads of
our timber that it never had before. L
will illustrate this point. The other day |
was visiting one of the big concessions. 1
noticed somc short-butted logs which no one
would have leoked at four or five years ago,
and on which the mill owners would have
wasted no time in cutting. Owing to the
fart that sleepers have rcached as high a
price as £8 a load, and other timhers have
gone np in proportion, the companies to-
day are paying higher felling rates, aml are
even building special trueks or short wag-
gons to pick up every available log of this
deseription in the forest. This, of course,
means that they are not so fast cutting out,
[t is probable that at the present time there
is a great deal more for production available
than there was in previous years when the
market was not buoyant,

Mr. Harrizon: Is that timber matured!

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Yes, it is timher
which wilt never come to anything, [ be-
lieve the Conservator’s estimate of the cx-
isting supplies of what we may eall vom-
mercial timber can be refuted. [ have not
noticed that he has referred in his report
to that development. Anyvone going through
the bush to-day, using a tair amount of ob-
ascrvalion, can see that the rcondition of
affuirs ia sueh that did not exist before.
The companics have only a limited period
to clear up their leases aund concessions. JIf
the «hange foreshadoweil by the Minister,
namely, the cancellation of these leases and
vonecssions and the issuing of permits, thus
limiting the period is hronght into effeet,
the companies will naturally endeaveur to
obtain the greatest break up value from
their leases that is possible, so that they
may take advantage of the present high
prices.  They are endeavouring to prolong
the life of these leases and concessions in
view of the ¢hanged outlook. Tt is only
this position that has brought about the
(C'onservator’s remarks and estimate as to
revenue. [ Ao not know whether the ques-
tion of the world’s parity, or the high priees
that will probably exist for years to eome,
will apply in this ease. Personally, T think
the price of timber has gone up to suweh a
degree that it is unlikely ever to come bark
agnin to normal conditions.

Mr. Harrison: The law of supply and de-
mand, T suppose, will operate?

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Probably so. Tf there
is ong industry to which the law of supply
and demand more particularly applies, if
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we are to judge by the opinions of experts,
it is the timber industry.

Hon. P. Collier: There 1is ne world’s
parity in this casp, The price is fixed by
the Commission.

Mr., Pickering: It is a very high price.

Mr, O’LOGHLEN: Just now there is
visiting this State an American timber ex-
pert, and an interview with him recently ap-
peared in the Press. He pointed out the
desperate position wwhich confronted the
United States a few years ago before the
situation was properly grappled with, 1
have been in communication periodically
with Professor Pinchott, the leading fores-
try man in America. He is a most compe-
tent judge of timber, and I have read his
reports, IHe said about five years ago that
unless steps of a drastic nature were taken
immediately, there would not be a stick of
timber left standing east of the Rockies in
16 years. He awakened the public con-
science of America to sueh an exteant that
all over the country, that was at all favour-
able to the growth of timber, sced beds
were laid down in large areas. I under-
stand that the problem which econfronted
Ameriea is now net half so serious as it
was ten years ago. In continental coun-
tries sueh as Germany, and eastern eoun-
tries such as Japan, the authorities have
been for a considerable period aiding
nature in the recuperation of the natural
timber supplies. In Australia, owing to the
goenerosity of nature, we are not eompelled
te adopt these methods, Tn some countries
the law stipulates that a certain namber of
trees must be planted for every one that is
destroyed. A proper application of the
scientific methods necessary to aid nature is
all that is required here. We have no need
to plant hardwoods in Western Australia.
We believe that the various natural pro-
cesses now operating, aided by that atten-
tion which I hope the department will con-
tinue to give, will be instrumental in pre-
serving this industry as a permanent factor
in pur progress, instead of our possessing
only something of an uncertain description.
However, I do not want to get on to that
subject, but to deal with the Conservator’s
report. Still, the point i3 worth neting that
there is & greatly improved outlook by
reason of the increased price of timber, so
that logs which four years ago were any-
thing but a commercial proposition are to-
day heing utilised. That fact musl have a
powerful effect in adding to the life of our
foreats and in continning our export irade
at the level which it has now reached. The
Conservator draws attention to the guestion
of the ravages of fire, and the member for
Susgex (Mr. Pickering) took bim to task
on this peint to a certain extent. The mem-
her for Sussex and myself disagree on the
matter. I recoliect that T siood to the Con-
servator as regards the provision which he
Liad introduced into the Forests Bill, and T
have vet to learn that any great harm
wentd have resulted from it to the primary
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producer, who, in the opinion of some
people, is the only person on earth to-day.

Mr., Pickering: That provision has not
been enforced.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: Then the Conservator
hag not done his duty, and if he has not
done it the reason is probably that he fears
the growing power of the primary producer,
who objects to that provision. We have re-
pratedly heard from the Conservator about
superior classes of timber being utilised for
inferior purposes. There is a good deal in
that contention, bnt I am not going to
aceept the Conservator’s remmarks as gospel
truth when he states that other countries
besides our own will take wane-edged
sleepers and inferior sleepers cut out of the
tops and limbs of trees. I regret the Con-
servator ineluded that remark in his report,
because in my opinion—though 1 do not
wish to be dogmatic—it displays a lack of
krowledge of local conditions. We know
that the Conservator seme years ago issned
a regulation as to stacking the tops of
trecs—one of {he most ridiculous proposi-
tions ever put forward; and I thought that
three or four yeurs' aeclimatisation in
Western Austrulin would have prevented
the Conservater from making other mis-
takes of that kind. 1t iz truc we have
vlilised round.backed sleepers in Weastern
Australia, but ghe line in which they were
uzed had to be dismantled because the road
would not set. While the Conservator is
continnally harping on the utilisation of
inferior qualities of timber, I should think
that one of the functions of his office would
be to popularise the use of that inferior
timber, even at a reduced price, in other
eccuntries that are buying from us. Suppose
that to-morrew the purchasers in  other
countries received a report from the Con-
servator, a report which ought to have
some weight, in favour of the use of
sleepers of inferior timber, the first thing
they would ask would be, **What has been
the effect of your recommendation in your
own country? What are you doing right
on the spot, where you can get the timber
cheaply, where there is no obstacle in the
wav of ntilising the inferior timber? How
many miles of railway have you laid down
with this particular tvpe of timher?’’ That
is what the buyer in Burmab or India or
China, or any other countrv that is huyiug
our timber, would ask. The Conservator
has to admit that our own railway engineers
will not take sleepers of inferior timber,
My own opinion is that they will not take
them because they know what they are
doiug, and because they are endeavonring
to secure ceonomical working in our trans-
port svstem by utilising the commodity that
wili fill the hiil. TUnless Mr, Lane-Foele
can get that recommendation in his report
hacked up by the authority of at least ome
railway engineer—which should not be diffi-
cult to obtain—it can have no cffeet. The
opinion ought to be huttressed hy that of
technicat railway men.  Withont such sap-
port it loses all weight. Whether based on
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long experience, or short experience, or 5o
experience at all, the recommendation can
carry no weight in any country that is buy-
ng our commodity unless we ourselves show
confidence jn that reecommendation. I hope
that if Mr. Lane-Poole includes a similar
suggestion in his report mext year, he will
demonstrate that one of the funetions of a
well equipped Forestry Department is to
Popularise in all the markets of the world
the goods that we bhave to sell. Reference
13 made in the report to the clearing up of
the tuart forest acquired by the Govern-
men¢ from private ownership. This is being
done by the erection of a sawmill. The
member for North-Eist Fremantle (Hon.
W. C. Angwin) has pointed out that here
we have one more instance of a State enter-
prise being launched by a Government who
have declared themselves utterly opposed to
State enterprise. I tbink it will be found
that, under the general allocation of money
for the regeneration of our forests, there is
no hindrance to the Conservator of Forests
cleaning wp that tuart country by means
of a sawmill and utilising some of ths com-
modity for the State’s commercial benefit.
Tt is no crime for the Government to have
establisheed this State enterprise, I ap-
plaud them for having done it. Still, it has
been done by the members of an
Administration who won their way to power
because of the heinousness of State enter-
prises, whieh they undertook to scrap for
good and all—State enterprises which the
Chambers of Commerce and certain other
public bodics declared, day after day, were
bringing Western Australia on to the rocks.
An Administration elected to abolish our
State enterprises have been hypoeritical
enough—I applaud them for it—to extend
our State enterprises. The faet demon-
atrates that public men' appealing on the
hustings for support do’ not wmean what
they say. I am glad that T am not one of
those public men. A point which I would
like the Minister to note in this connection
is the duplication, or triplicaton, that exists
in connection with State enterprise in timber.
We have now a sawmill run by the Railway
Department, a sawmill ran by the Public
‘Works Depariment, and a sawmill run by
the Forestry Department. I do not think
any businecss man possessing the acumen
with which Ministers credit themselves,
would consider it was economical procedure
to have three staffs, three departments,
three systems, all working the timber in-
dustry.

The Minister for Mines: But those three
sawmills are for enfirely different purposes.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN : T quite understand
that. But a large proportion of the output
of the tuart mill which is_being run by the
Ferestry Department will be sold to the pub-
lic. We know there is always a surplus. The
report mentions that the whole of the tuart
ontput will not be absorbed by the Railway
Department. We know that the Railway De-
partment’s sawmill was established to supply
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that department with necessary timber; but
this sawmill also bas developed a huge sur-
plus, which competes with the produwet of pri-
vate sawmillers in the open market. As por-
tion of the output of the tuart mill is to be
sold to private manufacturers in Western
Australia, that mill will develop inte a ¢om-
mercial proposition.

The Minister for Mines: That is essential
i the first instance, hecause of the huge
quantity of matured tuart. Later on the
mill will only deal with the yearly growth of
tuart,

Mr. O’LOGHLEXN: T understand that, but
I think I make a fair point when I say that
the Government should make a determined
attempt to amalgamate the three departments
in this matter of sawmilling. No doubt the
Commissioner of Railways says to the Public
Works Department, ‘‘You are not going to
get my mill, because I can manage it better
than you ean.’” And doubtless the Public
Works Department will say, ‘‘The Railway
Department are not geing to manage our
mill, becavse they cannet do it properly.’’
However, the manager of the State sawmillg,
the Commissioner of Railways, and the Con-
gervators of Forests are all of them servants
of the taxpayers of Western Australia. The
report of the Conservator deals also with the
necessity for feneing in the tuart area so as
to prevent indiscriminate grazing, When the
Forests Bill was passing through this Cham-
her the Conservator Iaid preat stress on the
damage done by straying stock, but 1 have
never been able to assess that damage at the
sane rate as the Congervator.

The Minister for Mines:
tuart forest?

Mr, O’LOGHLEN: Straying stock may
have done damage there, but that does not
apply to other forests,

The Minister for Mines: I do mnot think
the Conservator proposes to fence any others.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: The Minister was not
in the 1louse at the time theg Forests Bill
went through; he was away on a holiday.
I appreciate the difficulties experienced by
the Conservator in getting officers who can
take charge of the working plans. T have
watehed the results of the efforts to get a
clagsification, or what might be termed a
national stocktaking, of our timbers; and
I ohserve that the Counservator ventures
the opinion that in the very near future
he will be able to secure officers por-
sessing the knowledge requisite for the

‘What about the

purpose. In his report he points out, how-
ever, that forest rangers are scarce. That
came as a shock to me, because Tunder-

stand that if the Forestry Department have
one application for the position of rangfr,
they have 45, and aill from qualified and ex-
perienced men, If the Conservator requires
ferest rangers to-morrow, the applications are
there. The system of preference to soldiers
is applied, and rightly so; but I venture to
assert that if the department are suffering
from a lack of efficient staff, then some of
the applications on hand should be inspected.
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I myself know of retnrned soldiers now work-
ing in the timber industry who bave a life-
time of cxperience qualifying them in every
way for the position of forest rangers. I
have spoken to Mr. Lane-Poole in regard to
the appointment of a farest ranger. In faet,
1 hold a letter from the Conservator now re-
garding the appointment of a timber in-
spector; and the letter states that there is
ounly one vacancy. Of course, the position of
a forest ranger is different from that of a
tinther inspector. A forest ranger needs to
have had long experience in the bush, and
also requires to be possessed of the balance
nciessary for filling a (Government position
with special responsibilities attaching to it
However, I am utterly astounded to Jearn
that there is a dearth of these officers. Tf
there are any shorteomings in the adminis-
tration of the Forestry Department due to
this reason, the Conservator ought to explain
to the Minister whether ke has made any seri-
ons efforts to recruit the staff. T say em-
phatically that if the Conservator wants for-
est rangers, T wiil find him 100 applicants to
select from mext week. An advertisement in
th¢ public Press would bring 100 applica-
tions, and at least 15 or 20 of these would
be from highly qualified men. 1 observe that
the Conservator stregses the point that there
is a possibility of karri making its way on to
the oversea markets to the detriment of
Jarrah. That happened once before, to the
serions injury of the jarrah export trade. T
an: rather surprised, however, at such & ref-
erenee coming from a Government officer who
knows that the principal Western Australian
exporter of hardwood for many years to come,
pevhaps for all time, will be the State saw-
mills, which ecut karri. There is only one
other mill cutting karri for export, and that
mill does so only in a very small way. If
tliere is anything done to deceive purchasers
in other parts of the world

The Minister for Mines: Tt is not a case
of deception. -

My, O'LOGHLEN: There was deeeption
before, and there may be again.

The Minister for Mines: That is not the
point.

AMr. O’LOGHLEN: Of course T do not ex-
pect the State to practise deception.

The Minister for Mines: It is not a ques-
tien of the State practising deception, but of
an agent doing so. We cannot follow every
stick of timber sent out of Western Aus-
tralia.

Mr. O'LOGHLEXN: But
hooked in bulky quantities.

The Minister for Aines:
sale.

Me. OLOGHLEN: 1 admit that when T
was working in the karri mills, about 18 years
aro, it was common rumoeur that large ship-
ments of karri went away to te sold as jarrah.

The Minister for Mines: I think that
wlat the Conservator has in mind more than
anything else is the leeper trade.

most orders are

But there is re-
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Mr, O'LOGHLEX: The Indian slecper
trade was started from the karri vountry.
Reference has been made to the pine plant-
ation at Ludlow. I was looking through
the report of the Conservator to see what
the whole of the pines, cut out at Hamel,
realised by being sold to manufacturers in
Perth. 1 can only see that the small
amount of £172 was obtained. Possibly
there was a sum included in Jast vear’s re-
turn, The member for Sussex refetred to
the fact that the pines planted at Ludlow
were unsuitable and were heing destroyed,
and another lot were being planted. I am
safe in saying that before any other variety
is planted in the same place there should
be a complete analysis made of the soil. 1
know that Mr. Mann, the Government An-
slyst, has made several trips through aif-
ferent parts of the State sampling soil, but
[ have uct noticed any report giving the
results of those investigations. T suppose
there is an object in not disclosing those re-
sults; it may he unwise to publish them in
the interests of the settlers; it may be un-
wige to publish broadeast that soils in cer-
tain places are not of a high standard. 1
hope, howewver, that if other pines are to
be planted they will be planted in eountry
that is most suitable for their euiture. The
Albany district has appealed te me in this
respeet more than any other. In the Kal-
gan loenlity and in the Mt. Barker distriet
we can seec some of the finest samples of
pine in the State. That shows that the soil
18 good enough to grow a tree that will
become 2 commercial proposition, provided
of course we get the right class of tres.
After all, it is & guestion of soil. We find
a reference in the Conservator’s report to
a searcity of labour, notwithstanding the
attractiveness of the wages offered. Apain,
T would wish that the Conservator had not
put on paper that which is not correet. 1
am in close touch with the daily activities
in the timber belt, and T have vet to learn
that a searcity exists to the extent that it
should be recorded. We may pick up the
““Wost Australian’’ and find occasion-
ally an advertisement for skilled labour,
but perhaps the following week there will
not be any demand for labour. Taking it
all round there has not heen any difficulty
in starting mills, and there is no mill to-
day held up owing to the want of compe-
tent men. ‘Therefore, T fail to see that
there is apy advantage to be derived by
pointing out that there is a dearth of la-
hour. As regards the attractiveness of the
wage, every hon. member with a knowledge
of economics is aware of the faet that even
though the wage were a eouple of shillings
in excess of what it is to-day, it would not
carry the same valne as the wage of Os
which was current before the war, The
position in that regard might have heen
left alone by Me, Lane-Poole.  All the mills
have been reopened with the exception of
perhaps one ar two, anil those are ¢losed not
because  of  anxy diffienlty  in securing



Iabour, but rather on account of he-
ing unable to transport the commodity.
1 trke exception to the tribute showered
on  this  officer by the member for
Sustex. [ am prepared to show ap-
precintion of the services rendered by any
public officer where the results warrant it,
but in thig case I think the Conservator has
uunecessarily hufted in by referring to the
tailure on the part of the Goverament to
complete the sale of the State sawmills to
the Freneh syndicate,  After all, that is a
political gtter. The reference the Con-
servator has made to it is a dammning in-
dictment of the Government who employ
him. We have a Government whose party
cousist of 34 members promising to bring
down a Bill to effect the sale of the State
sawmills to a French syndicate, but the Bill
never reached Parliament aml consequently
was never discussed. Mr. Lane-Poole in-
formed me that he had no speeial desire to
foster the sale of the State sawmills, |
challenged him owce about this, beeanse a
coupte of friends of mine waited on him
as a deputation tn get a small Government
mill, and the Conservator asked them why
they were opposing the sale of the State
sawmills, When T challenged him  about
this, he denied it, but in his repert he de-
Plores the fact that the Government did net
effect the sale. Are there not scores of
private suwmills that the Frenchmen can
acquiret

Hon. P. Collier: Tn any case it is entirely
outside the Conservator’s province ta com.
ment on the matter.

Mr. O'LOGHLEX: It was a question for
the Government, and they in their wisdom
devided that the sale should not take place.

Hon. T. Collier: 1t was a question of
pnblie palicy,

Mr. Angele: We were told that tho de-
pesit was not paid.

Mr, O'LOGHLEX: The explanation given

to us was that the French Government re- -

fused to allow the money to leave the coun-
try owing to the depleted strate of the
French finances. The syndicate, however,
were prepared to offer honds, but bonds
were stated here to be not aceeptable, T
have yet to learn that a public officer, after
a question of this deseription has been
dropped by Parliament, should he able to
ccmment on the matter in the wayv that the
Conservator has done.

Mr. Hardwick: We have lost a good deal.

Mr, Q’LOGHLEN: We would lose a good
ileal if we Jost the hun, member,

The Minister for Mines: Tt is only an
cxpression of opinion on the Conservator's
part.

Mr. O’LOGHLEYXN: T have heard the Min-
ister for Mines when not oecupying a Min-
isterial position rap officers over the
knuvekles for daring to intrude on such mat-
ters, or commenting on the failure of the
Government policy, and that is what the
comment of the Conservator is, I am not
going to say why the Government did not
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bring the matter before Parliament, I
think the reason was that the people of
Western  Australia, generally speaking,
National, Labour, and nondescripts, were
opposed to the sale of a publie utility. Mr,
Lane-Poole put up the argument that a lot
of our inferior timbers would have been
utilised. I put it to hon. members as busi-
ness men—[ am not looking &t the member
for East Perth—that if the French in com-
mon with every other nation want timber
they will get it, provided we can supply
it at a c¢heap price. And if we are not able
to give them that eommodity in competition
with Japan or Nerway, or anywhere else,
we will not get the business,

Mr. Hardwick: There are not the boats
to take the timber away.

Mr, O’LOGHLEN: There will be votes,
not boats, to take the hon. member away
next March, The hon. member will not be
ou the political map. It is not a very
powerful argument, even if it be advanced
by a Minister, to try to negotiate the sale
of an asset of the State which promises so
mueh in the future. Whatever the value
of that asset may have been 12 months ago,
it is much more valuable to-day, and what-
ever the value may be to-day, its value as
the years go on will be considerably in ex-
vess, The position of the timber industry
to-day should be sufficient to prevent the
Goverament contemplating the disposal of
the State sawmills, and that being the case
it is not politic for the Conservator—who
after all is a public official, and who, I
think, sometimes does not hold a high
opinion of Parliament, and that is only
natural becanse we freely eritieise bis
methods—to comment as he has doune.

Hon. W. ., Angwin: He is outside the
power of Parliament.

Mr. Lambert: Which is unfortunate.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: We can still draw
attention to the defects which we notice in
his administration without showering eulo-
gies on him as was done by my genial friend
the member for Sussex, who is. not a native
of Avustralia but who has acquired an ex-
tensive knowledge through his residence
here. The Congservator and I have been en-
gaged in conversation on the telephone
when some blistering comments have been
made. This officer, with his little knowledge
of Western Australia, sought to deprive
some hundreds of men of the right to follow
their oceupation as sleeper-cutters. He
sought to hreak down a custom we were
harnessed te, to introduce a proposal that
was not sanctioned by Queensland, Vietoria,
or New South Wales, in which States the
axeman was regarded as a useful faetor in
forest production, We, in this House, de-
cided that those who had previously been
following the ealling should be allowed to
continue to follow it, but there should be no
apprentices. We reslise that there may
have been a ceriain element of waste in
producing timber by these means, but we
gaid that those men who were engaged in
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the calling and who numbered over 2,000
should have the right on their return
to go back to their old oceupation, TUn-
fortunately, owing to the ravages of war,
instead of there being over 2,000 employed
in hewing, there are not 600 to-day. Con-
sequently, it is a dwindling industry.
Whose opinion should he taken in a matter
of that kind? That of the members of this
House who have heen here all their lives,
who have a knowledge of local conditions,
or the opinion of a man who was imported
from the other side of the world] Who i3
the best judge, T ask? Even the member
for East Perth could pit his opinion in this
respect against that of the Conservator, for
did not the hon, member in his bovhood and
bare-legged days wander through the
swamps and wateh the methods of manage-
ment as applied to our forests.

Hon, P. Collier; And watched closely, too.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: T have no doubt that
other members will deal with this little lapse
.of nn otherwise competent officer, as his work
in the past in earrying out the forestry policy
hias shown him to be, T hope the Minister in
his reply will inform me how the maney was
expended on the forest products laberatory,
for which £5,000 was provided for research
work. T would like to know what comes un-
der the definition of research. T am not
questioning the awocunt, but I do hope for
resulta. T believe that the Conservator of
Forests and the Minister as well, have done
their bhest to get the laboratory established
here. The Federal Government acting in an
unanthorised way for two years did not pass
the Bill ant have heen operating withont it.
Without the Scienee and Industries Bill there
was, of course, no authority for starting
this work.

The Minister for Mines: That does not
come under this vote. That will come up
under the scheme of expenditare.

AMr. O'LOGITLEN: T have been looking
into this matter and T hope to get an ex-
Manation before long. At the present time
regulations are being framed., The Minister
did me the courtesy to send me a eopy of
thema some months ago. T pernsed them and
returned them with my comments. I sug-
pested some amemdments, but, of course, the
bulk were neeessary and T approved of them.
These regulations have not yet been gazetted,
T understand,

The Minister for Mines: No, they will be,
thongh.

Mr, O'LOGHLEXN: The Conservator of
Fovests has asked me to eall wpon him in
order to sec the regulations again and to
state whether I approve of them. I hope
nothing is to be attempted that will be at
variance with the provisions of the Bill. I
express that hope hecause I know that when
the Bill was going through the House, the
Conservator, and others as well, were par-
ticularly anxious to eliminate altogether a
big section of people in this industry. Tt is
often possible hy a regulation to deal a reel-
ing hlow, which it is diffienlt to give under
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the existing legislation. 'The areas in some
eagses are so poverty stricken that only by
good management and hard manval toil
are the men there able to make a living,
Jn many cases they cannot make a living.
That was owing to the restrictions which
necessarily were involved in the new ITorests
Act. The Conservator is not deing. anything
to make the living of the men there easier
by looking for, and in fnet getting, higher
royaltics. He has only got that inereased
royalty beeause of the inereased trade, When
we realise that he has got this high royalty
from cut:out areas and poverty stricken bush
it is astounding, more particularly when we
consider what we ean get from the hig areas.
There was an instance at Bowelling recently
and the royalty obtained was absolutely sur-
prising, as anyone with a knowledge of the
industry will readily admit. Tt clearly in-
dicates that the estimates which the Con-
servator of TForests has submitted, will be
excecded. When the remaining permits are
submitted to public tender, the prices realised
will be econsiderably higher, and will angment
still further the estimates of the Conser-
vator. T intend to look at the regulations
to-morrow, and I hope that if the " Conser-
vater endeavours by wmeans of those regula-
tions to do something that is not in the best
interests of the industry, T will have the Min-
ister’s support in retarding his efforts. T
mention that because by means of these regu-
lations er by a pronouncement from an offi-
cial quarter, it is possible to infliet a griev-
ous wrong. I have a vivid recollection, which
will he within the memory of members, of
sn  instanee where the little township of
Nanuup was threatened with extinetion by
the Conservator of TForests, who demanded
that the whole of the axemen operating in
that district should leave the work offering
them on a permit there and go 50 miles awdy
to operate on a coneession. That meant that
about 16 men who had huilt their homes
there and who had returned from the war,
would have to keep two homes, and would not
be allowed to operate in their own distriets,
The Conservator took up a very strong stand
on this point. The road board telegraphed to
me and a public meeting was held. As a re-
sult we succeeded in indueing the Conservator
to withdraw his prounouncement and thus en-
abled between 30 and 40 men to earn their
livelihood there, and they have been doing
that for some years now. The timber there
would not go on perhaps for ever, and the
Conservator cxpressed the opinion that iff
we tore the line up, he would get there in 50
years, That was not the observation of an
altogether practical wman, becanse anyone
going there would sec old, maimed timber,
and butts that required harvesting if any im-
provements were to be made in the forests.
Let them stay there for another 50 years and
their effect would be seen in a most marked
manner.

Mr. Hardwick: TIf you see anything
wrong, come along and see me and [ will
aseertain what T ecan do.
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Mr. O'LOGHLEN: The hon. member re-
scmbles the strength, outline and other attri-
hutes of an old jarrak tree. I am, however,
<lealing with the Conscrvator of Forests now.
That is one instance that I can point to and
it is quite possible that such a thing eould
happen again. Neither the Conservator of
Forests nor auy other official has any right
to stifle the prosperity of any township that
may be dependent nporn work available im
that distriet. T hope that in his future ad-
ministration, the Conscrvator of Forests will
be guided to a little extont, but not wholly,
hy the advice of men in the South-West who
have been therc for a long time watehing
this problem, and whe aro anxious to help
him.  When the Conservator eame here first
I apprecigted bis position., I realised that
for a mar to come in as he did with the ab-
Juvetive before him of creating a public opin-
ion on forestry matters, was to court eriti-
cism and censure in some quarters. I realise
that very few people took any interest in
this subject and that only by a judieious
publicity eampaign and journals to interest
the people of the State in this great problem,
would he succeed, It was obvious that he had
to bring about a drastic change of opinion. T
proffered my aassistanece and said T would co-
operate with him if his policy was to be a
gradual one, weaning the people from the
<customs they had followed for years past. T
emphasised that the great change should not
he brought about by precipitate action, whieh
woukl only encourage hostile eriticism. He
has acted upon ditferent methods and, al-
though eenaure has been {irected against him
in different quarters, T believe that now there
iz more harmeny and a better spirit of co-
operation and a desire to help in bringing
about what is, after all, a radical chauge in
Western Australia. This has been particu-
larly shown during the last year or two. [
have very little more to say further than
to express the hope that in the framing of
these regulations I have referred to, parti-
cularly as they apply to the poorer areas
that are now being submitted to publie aue-
tion and made available to the axemen, no
provision contained therein will prove of a
hampering nature. I appreciate the Conser-
vator's point of view, although T do not
agree with him. He stands for the elimina-
tion of the axeman because of the waste Fol-
lowing on his methods. At the same time
there is no reference in his report—a fact
T have mentioned before—to any steps eon-
templated in the direction of saving that good
timber which is wasted every day in our
forests. There is no information showing
that the department are doing anything in
this matter, although, of course, they may be
taking action. Particularly is it necessary
in eonserving the timber where piles are be-
ing cut. The youngest trces providing tall,
straight poles, are being taken out in their
thousands, and people can go through areas
to-day and see the waste that is going on.
“Much of this wood that is wasted, could bhe
atilised for many purposes of considerable
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commereial value, Both the workers and the
employers could do something in the direc-
tion of conserving these timbers. T have a
knowledge of this subjeet, for T have been
swamping myself. [ put it to anyone who
bas any experience of this, that if you are
swamping and en one side there is a short,
stumpy old butt like the member for East
Perth

Mr. Lambert: Did you say biueck or butt?

My, O’LOGHLEN: And on the other side
there i3 a tender juicy young tree——

The Minister for Mines: Like the mem-
bher for Forrest. -

Mr, O'LOGHLEN: The man in the bush
will demolish the young tree as he goes, and
the employer will condtone the action taken.
Time is the cssence of the contract and he
wants to get the log swamped as quickly as
possible,  One other point and then T eon-
c¢lule. T regret that there is no reference
made in the report to what I consider is one
of the wmost serious problems in connection
with the regeneration of our forest growth, T
regret that jarrah is ent out in some places
as, for instance, at the old Wellington mills
and that instead of young jarrah seedlings
growing there, a forest of red gum is spring-
ing up throughout the whole area,

Mr, Pickering: That is so,

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: That is the case in
that particular area. That means that in
years to come this area which shonld have
been productive of much good jarrah tim-
ber, will he practically worthless, This is a
most serious proposition. Tt is very evident
to men who are moving ahout the bush, Tt
may be due to the quality of the =oil or to
some other reason. I do not profess to have
any knowledge of this business, but the faet
is ohviour te-day. The Conservator has not
mentioned anything about this in his report,
but T hope he will direet the attention of
scientists to it, as well a8 giving it his own
attention, to zee whether a remedy can be ob-
tained.

Mr, HARRISON (Avon) [8.57}: T am
glad to endorse the references that have
heen made to the position regarding forestry
and the last remarks of the member for For-
rest emphase the necessity for having a good
Conservator of Forests.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: e have got one
now.

Mr. HARRISOXN: T wilt not reiterate what
has been said by previous spenkers, but I
would lJike to draw the attention of the
Minister in charge of our forests to the man-
ner in which agrienlturists are taking up
land which would be more valuable under
timber than under cultivation. I mentioned
this matter when speaking on the Address-in-
reply and I think that the time has come-
when T should emphasise this particular point.
Tf soldier settlement and other setflement is
to take place in the South-West, we should
have an officer of the Forestry Deparfment
available to advise men taking up land and
to indicate to them where such timber would
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be more valnable to them than the land would
be if under cultivation. At the present time

there are valleys sunitable for intense
culture and even some hilltops  and
yet there are included portiens of
valuable timber |belts in those areas.

Those areas ought to be pointed out to the
settler, to the end that the timber might be
conserved. As has been emphasised by vari-
ous speakers, timber has largely increased in
value in consequence of the war. It is said
that American supplies are being ecut out
and that Ameriea is now reforesting. What
we require to do is to conserve our timber.
The export wmarket in very tempting, but
we need much of our timber in Western
Australia for our own work. An area east
of Lake Graee, and running north to Burra-
coppin, is now being eclassified tor further
wkeat settlement. Something should be done
to see that the timber on that area is not
ruthlessly sacrifieced. To my knowledge, for
20 years past farmers have cleared out the
whole of their timber. Many such farmers
have had te go short of timber for their own
use, and have even run out of firewood. Pre-
sently there will not be any timber anywhere
in the agricultural areas for works on the
faurms, It is the duty of the department to
do what it ean to conserve the timber in those
arens a8 woll as in the South-West. The
Lands Department and the Forest Depart-
ment onght to be able to work in conjune-
tion for the preservation of our timher., After
clearing the fence line on the west and north
of any area of over 500 acres, there should
be a reserve of at least four chains of live
timher.. That weuld give us a checkerboard
formation of alternate clearing and green
timber, ‘Among the advantages that wonld
acerne from this plan would be that of a
splendid wind-break, which is of very great
value in agrienltural arcas. The more ex-
pesed to the wind a place may be the greater
i1 the evaporation that goes on. Stated an-
other way, given the wind-breaks, there would
be less evaporation and a greater conserva-
tion of the necessary moisture, Moreover, if
belts of green timber were left they would
serve as fire-breaks, because it is well known
that grass will not grow within two chains
of green indigenous timber. Thus we would
hkave a fire-break, a wind-break, and perman-
ent shelter for stock. Our wheat helt areas
arc being denuded of indigenous timber and
in consequence we shall be in serions diffi-
eulties in the near future.

Hon, W. . ANGWIX (XNorth-East Fre-
mantle) [9.5]: T must lodge a protest against
the attempt on the part of the Conservator
of Forests to deal with the policy of the
Government. As a forester Mr. Lane-Poole
ranks high in his profession, but nevertheless
it is not for him as Conservator of Forests
tn express an opinion as to whether or not
we should sell our State sawmills. Neither
ig it for him to say whether we should start
new sawmills. Such questions are outside his
jurisdietion entirely. I ido not know why Mr.
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Lane-Poole should be specially interestel in
endeavoering to get a Freneh company to
eccme to Western Anstralia and buy a State
will.  When, two years ago, the papers were
tabled 1 learned on perusing them that My,
Lane-Poole had taken a prominent part in the
ncgotiations with the French syndicate; in
fact, Mr, Lanc-Poole and the then Miuister
for Forests—although he had nothing what-
ever to do with State sawmills—almost com-
pleted the negotiations before the wmatter
went hefore the Minister for Works, who con-
trolled the State sawmills. In his repoert now
before us, Mr. Lane-Poole is disposel to con-
demn the Government for not having pro-
cecded with the sale. Mr, Tane-Poole shonll
mind his own business. No judge of the
Sapreme Court would eriticise the action of
IParliament and the Government as Mr. Lane-
Poole has done in his report. The explanation
of it is that the member for Camning (Mr,
Robinson), when Attorney General, placed
Mr. Lane-Poole beyond the jurisdiction of
Parliament. Such an officer should not he in
that position; Parliament should have power
over all such officers.

My, Griffiths: What
sioner of Raitways?

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: He is not outside
the power of Parliament; we have to ap-
point him, and we ean raise his salary. M.

ane-Poole and the Supreme Court juwderes
and, possibly, the Auditer General are the
orly officers by statute placed beyvond the
power of Parliament. I call it impertinence
onr Mr. Lane-Poole’s part to attempt to deal
with matters that do not coneern him. T re-
gret that the Minister for Works is not here
to-night. No member is more tenacious of his
views than is the Minister for Works; nn
member more strongly resents unjust and un-
fair criticism than does the Minister for
Works, Mr. Lane-Poole has been criticising
the Minister's control of the State sawmills,
If T were Minister controlling this depart-
ment, and it Mr. Lane-Poole presented this
report to me, T shonld ask hitn what husiness
was it of his to criticise the methods adopted
hy my eolleague in controlling his own de-
partment.  We find this in Mr. Lane-Poole’s
report— .

Without wishing to wmluly disparage the
management ot the State sawwills, there
is no (loubt that, under existing conditions,
the particular portion of the people’s heri-
tage covered by the State sawmiiling per-
mit areas is heing exploited with a maxi-
mum of waste and without any view to the
future.

That is Mr. Lane-Poole’s opinion of the
management by the Minister for Works vhao,
he declares, is exploiting the people’s heri-
tage in carryving on his business asx a State
sowmiller.  The management of the Htate
sawmills dizcloses just ax much eare and
economy of timber as are to he found in the
management af n private company. Tt i«
true the Conservator remarks that the same
might be said of other large private com-

about the C(ommis-
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|imies.  Probably that is put in to soften
the previous statement. This was a hint to
the Minister becauvse the Minister refused to
accept French bonds in lieu of cash for the
sale of the State sawmills, Mr. Lane-Poole
has gone out of his way to insuit the Minis-
ter because the Minister did not gratify Mr.
Lane-Poole’s wish that a French eompany
should have one of our sawmills. [t is a
most improper attitude for Mr. Lane-Poole
to adopt. Of course it is of advantage if a
departmental officer can show how improve-
ments may he effected for the benefit of the
ttate; that is what he is paid to do. Tn
this report Mr. Lane-Poole, no doubt, has
shown where improvements could be cffected;
hat this paragraph whieh [ have quoted fel-
lows immediately on a eriticism of the poliey
of the Government in declining to sell the
Stade sawmills, which sugpgests that Mr. Lane-
Peole felt rather bitter about it. Tt makes
onc wonder what is at the bottom of it all
Again, Mr. Lane-Poole, after stating that
the peoples’ heritage covercd by the State
sawmilling permit areas is being exploited
with a maximum of waste and without any
view to the future, goes on to say that the
only remedy is to find new markets, and so
sell wood which to-day is either being burnt
at the mill fir¢ or is left standing in the
forest to rot. Aud for this purpose, declares
Mr. Lane-Poole, the advent of a French saw-
milling company would be of special value.
If that is so, why did not Mr, Lanec-Poole,
instead of using the country’s money—which
I think he has no power to do—why did he
not get his French eompany to go into the
tuart country for the purpose of cutting
those logs which other sawmillers (id not
think it wise to cut?

The Minister for Mines:
csta?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN., Yes. T am refer-
ring to the timbers which the Railway De-
partment have passed over.

The Minister for Mines: You are not seri-
ovs about that.

Tlon, W, ", ANCGWIN: Aeccording to.)Mr.
Tane-Poole, no one else knows how to deal
with this waste timber; what we nced is the
mitvent of a French company to deal with if,
The managers of our sawmills, during all
the years they have been operating here, have
not thought fit to expend momey on this
timber, Mr. Lane-Poole says that the tim-
ber left in the tuart country is matore. It
is timher on which the Railway Department
do not think it wise to expend money. Wisely
er not, T think not, we gave Mr. Lane-Poole
certain power to spend money, and he bas
used it to crect a sawmilling plant,  Me,
Lanc-Poote had no right to do that without
the =anction of Parliament. Tn the report
is another matter which does not concern
Mr. Lane-Poole in any way whatever. He
is very anxious that the output of sansdal-
wood should be limited.

Thoe Premier: Quite right, too,

Tn the tuart for-
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Hon. W. ¢, ANGWIN: [ am not finding
fanlt with that. He is also anxious that it
slould be placed in the hamls of one firm so
that that firm coukl contrel it. He stutes—

The trade is a purely Chinese one and
is mainly ecarried out Dby the Chinese
through agents in Perth or Fremantle work-
ing on letters of eredit.

How does he know that?

The Premier: He does know.

Hon. W, C, ANGWIN: He might, or he
might not know. I should like to be informerd
how he comes to know that.’

The Premier: How else would they work?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIXN: No doubt many
business men work to a large extent on letters
of credit, but not altogether as agents; they
purchase and scll.

The Premier: They must have letters of
credit.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: But they might
carry on through the financial houses. The
Conservator in his report continunes—

The Chinese thus entirely control the in-

dustry and, as i3 only natural, the bulk

of the profits, instead of coming to West-

ern Aunstralia, go to China,
How does he know that? I repeat that
this eriticism of the mercantile ecommunity
of Western Australia who trade in this line
of timber did not concern Mr. Lane-Poole
in the least. 8o long as they carried out
the provisions of the Forests Act and regu-
lations, and so long as they paid royalty on
the timber which they were entitled to take,
this was all that concerned the Conservator.
The manoer in which they carry on their
business has nothing whatever to do with
him,

The Premier: Of course it has.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: Mr. Lane-Poole
is Conservator of Forests and is in that

position to see that onr forests are pro-
tected. So long as traders carry on their
business in aceordance with the regulations,
it matters not whether they sell the timber
or give it away,

The Premier: Yes, it does.

Hon. P. Collier: How does the Conserva-
tor know that they work on letters of cre-
dit?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: These people
might be the prinvcipals. Tt is not a matter
which concerns the Conservator of Forests.

The Minister for Mines: Of course it
does, Why not?

Hon. W, C, ANGWTX: [f the Conserva-
tor of Forests confined himself to the duties
which he was appointed to carry out, it
would be better for the State. He shanld
leave alone these matters which affect the
policy of the Government. There is not the
least doubt that any person going through
the report conld come to no other conclu-
sion than that Mr, Lane-Poole is trying to
dictate to the Government. Even if the
other Ministers permit him to dictate to
them, T am thankful that we have one in
the Minister for Works who would not per-
mit him to do so.
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Hou. P. Coltier:
here to-nmight.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: I rbgret he is not
present to-night to combat the statement
made in this report with regard to the man-
agement of the State Sawmills,

Mr. O'Loghlen: Hold the Estimates wp
until he is present.

Hon. P. Collier: It would not be fair to
the Minister for Works to pass them in his
abgence.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: We cannot hold
up the Estimates. It is entirely wrong for
any officer to use extreme language in re-
gard to the Minister controlling a depart-
ment with which he is not concerned. The
Conservator of Torests would not have
dared to tell the Minister for Works what
he has stated in his report.

Hon. P. Collier: The Premier should pro-
tect the Minister for Works,

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: And so
the Minister for Forests. If I were
ter for Works do members think I
allow an officer to present such a report
concerning another Minister’s administra-
tion? I would tell him to go to blazes in
very quick time, Whether the officer was
right or wrong, T would not permit such a
thing, Tt was no buosiness of his and he
had ne right whatever to interfere in the
matter. In my opinion the Minister for
Works did the right thing in turning down
the proposed sale of these sawmills. The
business men of Western Australia are
guite as capable of managing these bugincss
wndertakings as i3 any person whom Mr.
Lane-Poole could bring from France, L
believe that our men are as competent to
manage such works as are any Prench cx-
perts.

Hon. P. Collier:, To say that any French
expert counld manage our sawmills hetter
than the Minister for Works is a reflee-
tion.

It is a pity he is not

should
Minis-
would

Mr. GRIFPFITHS (York) [9.28]: After
the very fine speech of the member for
Forrest (Mr. O'Loghlen), T feel some diffi-
dence in rising to speak on this subjeet,
but there are one or two phases to which 1
wish to refer.

Hon. P. Collier: Are there many pages?

Mr. GRIFFITHS:" Not many, Some time
ago I asked a question regarding the waste
of timber. The member for Forrest has
assured the Committee that what was
hitherto regarded as waste timber is now
being used as never before. I am glad fo
hear from the hon. member that there is less
waste than there was in the past, when so
much timber was put into the fire chute.
Still, we have it on ihe anthority of the
Conservator of Forests that timber is being
burnt in the fire chute or Jeft standing to
rot in the forests. A mill hand who came
to Perth from the South-West recently in-
formed me that two out of cvery three loads
of timber cut went into the fire, Whether

[ASSEMBLY. |

this is correet, I am not prepared to say,
but it must be admitted that a great deak
of timber which could be utilised is being
wasted. On the 26th August the Minister
for Mines, in reply to a question, informed
me that the forest produncts laboratory was
likely to be establisbed in Western Austra-
lia before long. It is about time some-
thing was done to bring this laboratory into
existence. The Council of Seience and In-
dustry state that they have not been able
to overcome the difficolty regarding the use
of red gum for taoning purposes. Eighteen
months ago the select committee which in-
vestigated the rabbit question displayed
sking which had been treated with red gum.
These sking were beautiful in eolour and of
excellent quality.

The Premier: But it was thin leather.

Mz, GRIFFITHS: Yet the Council off
Science and Industry state that they have
not been able to overcome the difficulty..
The sgoner the council get te work and find
out this commonplace thing, which has been
known to and used by scttlers for many
years past, the better it will be for the
State.

The Minister for Mines: But it is only
nsed to tan light skins.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: T am afraid this is like
many other things which get into min-
isterial hands; they are not followed up as
thev would be by business men, Some time
ago I rcad a report to the effect that the
Minister had been in touch with a gold-
fields’ resident who was utilising for tan-
ning purposes the shrubs that grow in great
profusion on the fields,

Mr. O'Loghlen: A company was formed.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: In this State tanning
agents abound, and yet we do not utilise
them as we ought to do. \We need co-
operation between the farmers and the
Forests Department with regard to the
timber growing along the ereeks and rivers
that run through the, wheat belt and empty
into the Avon River. T have pointed out
on more than one oceasion that, whereas
many of these pools arc to-day very salt,
20 vears ago they contained comparatively
fresh water whieh was utilised by the
gettlers. Since the banks have been de-
nuded of much of the big timber, the water
has hecome very salt. The Honorary Min-
ister reeently informed me of a particularly
striking example; the cutting dowa of onc
large flooded gum trec had resulted in a
well becoming salt. The tree, however, re-
vived and the water in the well became
fresh once more. The timber along the
creeks and rivers is wonderfully effective
in eating up the alkaline matter which
threatens to render large areas of country
unfit for cultivation,

Mr. Jones: That is true of the creeks
which feed the Mundaring supply.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: That is so. A good
deal could be done to combat the serious
menace of this alkaline matter, whick has
a tendeney to rise to the surface in all arid
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and semi-arid eouniry, and I intepd to keep
pegging away at this question until some-
thing is done,

Mr., LAMBERT (Coolgardie} [9.28]: I
wish to refer briefly to the matter of fire-
wood on the Eastern Goldfields. The Con-
servator of Forests in his report states—

On the goldfields the rapidly diminish-
ing supply of aceessible fuel and mining
timber is a matter of very grave concern
to mine managers in the older centres
whieh still continue to produce gold, and
pressure is constantly being brought to
bear on the department to throw open
the State forests, small and large, which
have heen declared from time to time for
the requirements of mines in the locality.

To permit the exploitation of the timber on

these areas would serve to relieve the

situation for only a short time, when the
question of extending the timber {ram-
ways further afiecld would have to be
faced.
There are some very important forests ad-
jacent to the Coolgardie township and, as
the Minister knows, represcantitions have
been mude that some of them which were
¢losed should be re-opened.  Only recently
the Conservator of Worests issued instruc-
tions that not even dry kindling should be
taken out of these forests. It is fairly hard
to get suituble cutters by means of whom
the two big firewood companies can supply
timber te the mines. There are many
people around Coolgardie who, 1f permitted
to cut dry wood, would do so, and in tha
way relieve the serious shortage which is
being experienced on the eastern goldfields
in the wmatter of domestic firewood, and
also being exporienced by the breweries,
and by small minez not only around Kal-
goorlie but along the Norseman line. I
hepe the Mirister will go into the question
of whether it 13 necessary to close these
forests for the cutting of dry wood,

Mr, Lutey: There is a famine in wood.

Mr. LAMBERT: I am sure he will agree
that no good purpose can be served by
closing these forests against this class of
wood.  If they are only open for small
getters with one dray and a cutter they
could sugpl_v a considerable quantity of wood
and probably make a decent living out of
it. I have been requested to make repre-
sentations to the Conservator in connection
with this matter. Some little time ago the
Assistant State Mining Engineer (Mr.
Biatchford) and onc of the other offieers
of the department, instructed by the Min-
ister, visited Kalgoorlie and asked if there
would be any objection to the forests
adjacent to the town being thrown open.
Y weat to considerable trouble in submit-
ting the plans supplied by the department
to different prospeciors there, and out
towards Gibraltar, who would be more or
less affected by the conservation of these
forests. There is a feeling to-day ihat
some of these foresis should be made avail-
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able for the purpose of making good the
scarcity of firewood that is required by the
big mines in Kalgoorlie. If more discre-
tion were used in the matter of opening up
these arcas adjacent to Coolgardie, some
good purpose would be served. I can see no
necessity for limiting the supplies of firewood
to these particular companies. Owing to in-
dustrial troubles it c¢an readily be claimed
that mines should have a reserve of firewood
that would last a considerable time, I was
at Kurrawang a week or two age, and could
sec the necessity for quantities of firewood
being held in reserve. Unless the Minister
makes a move in this direction we may at any
time be faced with a serious problem on tha
castern goldfields and probably a stoppage of
work, In any of these industrial centrey
there may be an upheaval, which will almost
immediately put a stop to all work on the big
mines. This would be wost regrettable and
undesirable.  The Government could do a lot
if they ran out a small line to encourage the
getting of timber from some of the forests
that are now locked up. "The Minister took
commendable aetion recemtly, although I had
to make represcentations to himy, when he bhad
the timber around Widgemooltha, which is
now named lves' Find, reserved for miving
purposes. Tlere are also forest areas nround
Coolgardie which will not be required for
mining opevatious in the vieinity. Seeing
that the big mines are at the mercy of the
two firewood cowmpanies, 1 hope the Minister
will see the necessity for running out one or
two spur lines in the way I have suggested.
A counsiderable amount of timber could thus
be reached, and 1 do not think anyone would
be injured. [n my opinion the Conservator
would be going too.far if he prevented people
from cutting dry wood on these areas.
only hope that the matter will be considered,
and that the forests containing dry timber
will be madc accessible so as to relieve the
serious shortage of domestic and other fire-
wood on the goldfields.

Mr. ANGELO (Gaseoyne) [9.33]): T ecan-
not see eye to eye with the member for North-
Fast Fremantle or the member for Fotrest
in their criticism of the Conservator regard-
ing his remarks on the sawmilling depart-
ment. Mr. Lane-Poole i8 not an ordinary
¢ivil servant. e has Dbeen appointed wnder
a special Aet so that he may be placed out-
side political control, and a continuvity of
policy may be assured. Ile is in cxactly the
sume position as the Auditor General. Wouldl
anyone say that the Auditor General was go-
ing outside his fumctions in eriticising some
mal-administration of our finances? It is for
that ypurpose that he is appointed. The thanks
of the House wonld be due to Mr. Lane-
Poole if at any time he called attention to
the fact that a particular department was not
carrying out the policy of comserving our
forests as they should be conserved. Tt is
part of his duty to de that.

Mr. OLoghlen: How are our forests going
to be conserved under different ownership?
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Mr. ANGELO: T hope the Conservator will
continue to point out those things which he
thinks are wrong.

The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. .J.

&caddan—Albany—in reply) ([9.87]: Hon.
members will agree that it is necessary to
have their expressions of opinion on these

various matters, such as we had from
the member for Forrest. Although we
may appoint an officer with scientific
knowledge, such as that possessed by

Mr. Lane-Poole, with the object of having
the best interests of the State con-
served in the matter of our forests, one wounld
hesitate *to suggest that Parliament should
not be in a position to eriticise the adminis-
tration of his or any other department simi.
larly sitnated. But when eriticising an officer
we should not do it in the way that, unfortun-
ately, the member for North-East Fremantle
has done to-night, merely selecting that which
wonld enable him to condemn the Conservator
without at the same time doing the right
thing, as was done by the member for Forrest,
and cxpressing approval of some of the pro-
posals and some of the work done by the Con-
servator. It is easential, if we are to get the
best work from our public officials, that eredit
should be given where credit is dve. T do
not agree with the memher for North-East
Fremantle.

Hon. W, €. Angwin: T did say that he was
a man of ability at his own work, but that
he had nothing to do with the particular ques-
tion to which I was referring.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: We are all
of us entitled to do our own work.

Hou, W, €. Angwin: But that was outside
his work.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do not
agree with the hon. member.
Hon. W. (. Angwin: If you had been

Minister for Works instead of Minister for
Forests yon would have agreed.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T know
that the hon. member has always held the
view that Parliament was wrong in passing
the Forests Act and givine the Conservator
the powers he now possesses, He bas taken
umbrage at the action of the Conservator in
expressing a view similar to that which he
himself expressed. The only difference in the
position is that oune wan is C(‘onservator and
the other the member for North-East Fre-
mantle.

Ion. P. Collier: One ig elected to express
such opinions on these matters, and the other
is appeinteld to serve the Government.

The MIXISTER FOR MINES: If the
member for North-East Fremantle is entitled
in lis plaee in Parliament to take to task the
Conservator appointed by an Act of Parlia-
ment, by the will of the people, although the
hon. member as A minority ohjected, I should
say that the Conservator in his turn is en-
titled to criticise the hon. member if he so
d-sires, bhecause be holds his pesition by
virtue of the will of the majority of the
elevtors.
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Hen. W, €. Angwin: I am prepared to
answer the Conservator any time that e
criticises me, but I cannot write a report.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I cannot
understand why the hon. member should iay
so much stress upon the paragraph, in which
the Conservator criticises the wagteful
nicthods at the State sawmills,

Hon. W, €. Angwin: e said the French
people alone could remedy that.

The MINISTER FOR MINES:
nothing of the sort.
cising the Conservator.

Mr. Lambert: He said the big companies
were doing exactly the same thing.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: He said
there was no remedy except that of finding
new markets for the timber that we were
sonding over the log chutes. He did not sug-
gest that the Minister for Works or the
manager of the State sawmills was wilfully
mismanaging the conceru. lle merely stated
that there was no market for the timber, anid
that hecause of this it had to be sent over
the fire chute. He goes further, and says that
the only remedy is to find new markets, and
hie suggested that a new market could he
found in France where the timber would not
e wasted. T do not say whether he is right
or wrong in this assumption, but T do say
that the hon. member takes a wrong view in
his eriticism of this officer.

Mr, Lambert: Why cannot we supply the

He said
That 15 unfairly eriti-

timber?
The MINISTER FOR MIXNES: I do not
know. Representative speeimens of our tim-

ber have been taken to France and displayed
there, and it is possible that a market will
be found in that country for it,

Hon. W. ¢, Angwin: We had French en-
gineers in Tondon long hefore Mr. Lane-
Poole examined the timber, and before he
came to this State.

The MINTISTER FOR MINES: That does
not prove much, except that since Mr, Lane-
Poole has been to London as our Counservator
ke has further interested the French péople
in the direction of taking timber in the hope
that we shall be able to open up a market
there. Surely the hon. member does not oh-
icet to the Conservator holding the view that
Franee should take some of the timber that
we are now destroying! It is the correct
view to take. Boiled down, that is all that
Mr. Lane-Toole says in that paragraph.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: He wants the French
preople to have the sawmills.

The MIXTSTER FOR MINES:
of the sort.

Mr. O'Loghlen: T think he does.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: As &
matter of fact the greatest shoek 1 received
to-night wns the statement of the hon, mem-
ber, He wa« the tast ome I should have
thought wounld make sueh a statement, He
womnd up in the calmest and coolest manner
by savimr, ‘Tt muakes me wonder sometimes
what is at the bottom of it all.’!

Hon. W, C. Angwin: He nants 2 French
wiomill hore.

Nothing
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The MINISTER FOR MINES: He asked
why the Conservator was so anxious about
this Freneh syndicate, and wanted to Enow
what was at the bottom of it. The hon. mem-
ber would be the last man in the Chamber to
suggest by such a statement, which might
easily be accepted in that scmse, that Mr,
Lane-Poole was personally interested in the
sale,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: T do not say he is
personally interested in any way. I do say
he is anxious to see ¥French sawmilling opera-
tions conducted here.

The MINISTER FOR MINES:
For the reason that Mr.
trained in France?

Hon, W. C, Apgwin;
interest then.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: There is
no special interest about it. JMr. Lane-Poole
knows that timber is treated in France in a
different way from that in whieh it is treated
in Western Australia. He holds the view that
France can provide us with a new market,
and that they may possibly be able to take
timber that to-day is being destroyed and
must be destroyed for want of a market, He
does not critivise the management of the
Minister for Works or of the manager, Mr.
Humphries. They wnderstand eaeh other’s
position thoroughly, so far as tife manage-
ment of the State sawmills is concerned, The
Conscrvator wants to conserve our forests
and to get thc most out of our timber. In-
siecnd of only 40 per cent. he wants to get
97 per cent. out of it, All he says is that
under existing conditions, with the markets
available, we must send that timber over the
fire chutes unless we can find new markets
for it.

Mr. O’Loghlen: 1f there were the same
lesire to dispose of that timber otherwise
than by the sale of the sawmills, we would
get the same results.

The MINISTER FFOR MINES: Surely we
camot ask the Conservator of Torests, whose
first duty is in this State, to travel round
the world looking for markets for our tim-
her,

Mr. Lamboct: It appears that the French-
men will not wse our timber unless they get
a monopoly of it.

The MINISTER TFTOR MINES: XNeither
Mr. Lane-T'oole nor anveone else has sug-
gested a monopoly for the French syndieate.
Why deliberately attack the (fonservator, who
liag no partieular concern with this trans.
uction, apart from the fact that he speaks

Why#?
Lane-Pogle was

He has some special

Freneh  fluently, having heen trained in
France?
Mr. Lambert: The Conservator is cavil-

ling at the expressed policy of this country,
The MINTSTER FOR MINES: Not at all.

Hon. P. Collier: The Conservator is justi-
fied in pointing out to uws that the French
markets will yicld hetter results, hut 1 sub-
mit that he is not justified in expressing an
opinign on a subject which has evoked stren-
uous political ~ontroversy in this House. He
says he is sorry the sawmills were not soli.

-enl matters,
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That matter has been the subject of debate
here, and he has no right to offer an opinion
on it.

The CHATRMAN: Order!

The MINISTER J'OR MIXES: Granted
ait that, I say the Conservator of Forests is
not entitled, and no public servant of this
country ig entitled, to dictate the policy of
thiz State, or to criticise the actions of the
Government

Hon, P, Cellier:
servator has done.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: We have
given the Conservator a certain power, and
that power earries a pretty heavy responsi-
Lility. We may differ frem the opinion he
has expressed, bot we are entitled to hear
his opinion. -

Mr. Lambert: He has set himself up as a
distinet political partisan.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Nonsense!
That is utterly absurd. T know of no public
gorvant in this State who takes less interest
in political contreversy than Mr. Lane-
Poole. 1 doubt whether he wunderstands
political guestions at all, As regards politi-
T consider him a were child.
The inference left by the eriticisim on Mr.
Lane-Pocle is that he had some personal in-
terest in the cstablishment of the French
syndicate- here,

Mr, O’l.oghlen: T think he expressed him-
self injudiciously.

Hon. P. Collicr: T think he went toe far.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: YWhat was
at “the back of Mr. Lane-Poole’s mind was
thaut if we could get this French syndicate
c-tablished here, markets would be found for
that portion of our timber which to-day 1is
hoing burnt,

llon. P, Collier: T am not saying at all
that the Conservator was influecneed by politi-
cal eonsiderations.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T know of
no public servant whe has less regard than
Mr. Lane-Poele has for political views or
partisan opinions,

Ay, Lambert: But he has expressed such
opinions unconseiously.

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: Not in
the sense that the memhber for Coolgardie
sceks to imply,

Mr. Lambert: T an not implying anything.

The MINTSTER TOR MINES: Let me
sav that when the Conservator of Forests to-
day brought along to me a new regulation
for my approval, T asked him te consult the
member for Forrest (Mr. O 'Loghlen), whom
he had seen previonsly, with a view to alter-
ing the regulation so as to overcome certain
objections raised by that hen. member and
also by the Homorary Minister (Hon. F. E.
8, Willmeott)., My, desire was te remove, if
possible, eertain features which the member
for Forrest regarded as heing restrictive on
the imdustry. T believe that eventually we
shall get a seci of repulations which will
tend to the best use of our timbers and to
the conservation of the industry. Aects of

That is what the Con-
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Parliament, after all, only lay down prinei.
ples; and the regulations under an Aet are
frequently of more fmportance than the Aet
itself. For that reason [ think that the
Government ought frequently to  consult
members who are interested in  particular
industries. I consider that some of the sug-
gestions made by the member for Forrest
have been for the benefit of the timber in-
dustry,

Mr. Lambert: What about firewood?

The MINISTER FOBR MINES: The prae-
tice is to proclaim State forests in order to
have timber adjacent to a mining field, Cool-
gardie, for instaunce, has the Burbanks forest.
The timber in that forest is being conserved
in the event of a mining revival in ICool-
gardie. I do not think the member for Cool-
gardie .will suggest that we have done for
ever with the possibility of mining in Cool-
gardie and the surrounding distriet, There.
fore it would be wrong if the small forests
conserved- for the benefit of Coolgardie were
eut out for the benefit of Kalgoorlic. Then,
in the event of a mining revival in Coglgardie,
tho Coolgardie mines wonld have to go per-
lhaps hundreds of miles for their firewood.
In the case of the St. Ives field a small re-
sorve of three or four miles around St. Ives
was suggested. I refused to aet on that sug-
gestion, and decided on a considerable_ re-
gerve, so that the mines there would he able
to obtain their timber at the least possible
expenditure. I objeet to the taking of the
timber of one mining field for the benefit of
another mining field. As regards the question
of reserves, no doubt a place consisting of a
dozen hotels and one livery stable would
be anxions to have a few woodcotters
around. But in such a ease the opinions
of the hotel kecpers are not worth a straw.
I consider these questions from the point of
view of the best interests of the mining in-
dustry

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You are not very
eareful as regards imputing motives to the
botelkeepers.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: 1 am im-

uting no motive to them that I would not
impute to the hon. member interjecting. The
hon. member looks most carefully after his
own interests to-day—that iz to say, after
the interests of the electorate of North-East
Fremantle, I sent Mr. Bradford to the gold-
fiells to inquire into the matter of timber
supplies, and his report states that the forest
near Coolgardie would not take long to cat
out if it were utilised for the Kalgoorlie
mines. Though nobody would say wmuch
either in praise or blame of me if T allowed
that forest to be cut out at the present june-
ture, it is certain that the future residents
of Coolgardie would, in the event of 4 mining
revival there, curse me for having permitted
the exhaustion of the timber supplies in the
neighbourhood. The interests of each mining
centre have to be conserved. Recently there
have been pretty valuable discoveries between
Ronnievale and Kunnanalling. There is not
yet hy any means an end to mining in the
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Cpolgnrdie district, and in view of the pos-
sibilities of a revival, I cannot permit the
cutting out of the Burbank forest.

General debate concluded. Itema discussed
as follow:—

Ttem, District Forest Rangers, £1,614:

Mr. LUTEY: T wish to draw the Minis-
ter’s attention to the aetion of the forest
ranger on the goldfields, who is preventing
the carters from taking the dead wood out
of the timber reserves. 'There is u serious
shortage of firewood in Kalgoorlic and Bonl-
der, and the removal of the dead wood would
he to the benefit of the reserves; therefore
T hope the Minister will deal with this mat-
ter promptly.

Item, Timher Inspector, £252:

AMr. SMITH: While the timber industry
is in a highly Aourishing condition,’ and the
State Sawmills expeet to earn o profit of
£50,000 this year, the Government are adver-
tising in to-day’s newspaper for a timher
ingpector at the munificent salary of 14s. per
day.

The Premier:
4 year.

Mr. SMITH: But that allowanee is made
for special reasons, The inspeetor will have
te spend the £75, or perhaps even more, in
keeping a horse to travel through his dis-
trict. Fourteen shillings per day is the pay-
ment of a man who sweeps the strcets. Ilow
can the department expect to obtain the ser-
vices of a competent and reliable timber
inspector at such a palty wage? Tt is false
economy. [ hope the Minister will aee that
timber inspectors are paid a decent salary.

Plug an allowance of £75

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T have
made a note of it
Ttem—2Manager State Nurgery, Hamel,

£274:

Mr. SMITH: 1 protest against the amall
salary paid to this officer. It is a very im-
portant position and the officer has done
cxcellent work., Yet he only gets £274. It is
a ridiculously low salary.

The Minister for Mines: That salary
would not stand by iteelf. He pets a free
house and so on, which makes that a fairly
good salary.

Mr. SMITH: Even so, it is not sufficient.

Item—Incidentals, £1,800¢

Mr. WILLCOCK: Will the Minister inm-
form the Committee what is contained in the
item grouped under the heading of inei-
dentals, which provides £165 for travelling.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is
probably the expenses which have to he paid
to officers from time to time when they are
out from their home station. They have to be
paid travelling allowances.

Ttem—Imperial Conference, £150:

Mr. WILLCOCK: Dees this item refer to
the expenses incurred by the Conservater in
big trip to London in counection with the
Imperial Forestry Conferencef
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The: MINISTER FOR MINES:
take it that is the position.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: It was a very cheap
trip, then.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I think
the Federal Government paid some of the
expenses,

Vaote put and passed.

Department of Police, Hon. J. Secaddan,
Minister.

Vote—Police, £175,470:

My. Smith: Ts not the Minister going to
gay something to introduce this votef

Hon. W. €. Angwin: Yes, I think the
Minister might give us some information
abont this. I want to hear something about
the item ‘‘Constabulary.’’

Phe Minister for Mines: What is the
need? There is nothing fresh to say., I will
give vou all the information you want.

Mr. Jones: But surely the Minister is
going to say somcthing about the vote.’

The Premier: We are on items.
The CHATRMAN: T would explain to the

Committee that the member for North
Perth rose to speak, but did not call any

Yes. I

item. The member for North-Bast TFre-
mantle asked whether the MMinister was

going to make a general statement and
called the item ¢ Constabulary.’” Now the
member for Fremantle wants fo disenss the
vote pgenerally and if he wants to speak
on any item heforve that, he can do so.

Mr. JONES (Fremantle) [10.5]: T want
to speak gemerally on this vote and if the
“Minister does not think it worth while to
introdnee the Police Fstimates, it is prob-
ably beeaunse diserction i3 the better part
of valour in this matter.

The Premier: Perhaps you will introduce
them for him.

Mr, JONES: I had no intention of intro-
ducing them, but T do not intend to let
themm go hy without a word on this most
important department, There is no de-
partment that calls more for a little light
and publicity than this one. I know it is
practically impossible to get any informa-
tion about it, smothered up as it is with
that thiek darkacss of privacy. Tt is said
““¥ou must not ask anything ahout the
police, or yon will let all the wrong-doers
in the country know what the police are
doing.’’” The ©Police Department in this
State is perhaps one of the most peculiar in
the world, Tt is abaolutely ohsolete, and
is governed by an Act passed in the early
nineties, before even the gold hoom. The
Aet was framed under the shadow of the
gallows, amid the clank of chains and the
Iash of the whin. Tt ia an Aet governcd
by the dead hand of the past.  To-day, de-
spite Ministevial contrel which, however, has
not much to do with the police, the depart-
ment is pgoverned hy men whose heredity
and environment are those of the Royal Irish
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Constabulary, and the members of that foree
are having their opportunity of seeing the
next world. They are men schooled in the
work of exterminating fenianism, the Clan-
na-Gael, and men who fought for freedom
in the eighties and early nineties, True, a
few smart Yankee methods have been intro-
duced, but as everyone knows in ground never
properly tilied, weeds will grow. There is
nothing Australian in the police force in
this country. If there is anything thizs de-
partment needs, it is to be medernised, and
tuned to the Australian point of view.

Mr, Brown: Bovrilised, in fact,

My, JONES: To deal with all the mis-
creants and wrong-docrs in the State there
are 303 regulations under the Criminal Code,
Perhaps T am tot eorrect in the absolute
figures, but the number is approximately
what 1 state. Those regulations deal with
every crime in the ecalendar from murder
down to gpitting on the footpath. While

. 305 regulations only arc needed to control

all the criminals in the State, there are no
fewer than 3570 regulations necessary to
control the police. T de not want to go.
at great length into matters nfecting this
department, but there are one or two
things T inust mention. The present Commis-
sioner—the Kaiser, the head serang of the
police  foree—has wunder his contrel the
men who go into the foree and the men who

stay there. The present Commissioner is
krown by various names from ‘‘Black-
hand Bob’* to ““Koltchak Connell'' among

the men under his control. He has never
uained the reapect of his men.

The Premier: That is not true,

Mr. JONES: They know him too well,

The Premier: They respect him.

Mr. JONFS: The Premier does not kuow
what he is talking about. ¥ can uad rstant
that men who are farced to Be syeaphasty
to the Commigsioner, will be prepared to
agree with what the Premier has said, but
let kim get the men away from him aond
get their candid opinion, and he will find
that it is mueh different,

“The Miniater for Mines: Well, the men
would not meet him where you did—in the
urinal.

My, JONES: That rewark is worthy off
the man who made it, His mind does net
rise above that and never will

The Minister for Mines: Yon never had a
mind.

Mr. JONES: If my mind were perverted
with matters caleulated to give expressions
to such a remark——

The Minister for Mines:
saffron cake.

Mr. JONES: That interjection is un-
worthy of a Minister of the Crown, n man
who earries a portfolin on behalf of His
Majesty the King. That is the standard he
sets in interjeetiors. T never had mueh of an
opinion of the Miniater, hut T did think
that, nnt of respeet for his colleagues and
others, he would net have given cxpreszion

It is like a
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to an interjection like that. I am astounded
to think that a DMinister of the Crown
should so demean himself as to wse an ex-
pression Jike that in this Chamber. XNow
perhaps 1 may lLe free from the vulgar in-
terjections of the Minister and T may bhe
allowed to proceed. The present Commis-
sioner has in his hands the power of
selecting who shall enter the Police Force.
Once a man is in, the Commissioner has
the power to say how long he shall stay in.
As thowgh 370 regulations were not cnough,
the Commissioner has added, as the Prime
Minister did, under the War Precautions
Act, further regulations to carry out Tis
desires. He now has a reguilation which
says that at any time his august majesty
shall decree, men under his eontrol must pre-
sent themselves to a medical board. If they
do not comply, they are under penalty of
a fine or imprisonment. Tt would he inter-
esting to know how many men and how
many commissioned officora have heen medi-
eally boarded and dismissed in that man-
ner. The point is tbat when this country
~wag divided on the great national question
of conseription, the man who held the posi-
tion of Commissioner of Police and whe
should have shown himself absolutely im-
partial, hecame a bitter partisan and took
sites. He wore the hadge showing which
gidle he took. This fact clearly stamps the
elags of man who is the head of the Poliea
Department of this State. Take his
handling of the wharf trouble, and of
the position on the goldfields when ex-
dctective inspeetor Mann raised his phantom
army to go and shoot down the phthigis-
ridden men of the Golden Mile. The handling
of those two troubles clearly showa the par-
tisan in the Commissioner. Practically every
promotion made by that man has gone fo
men who showed bitter partizanship against
the workers. T do not wish to enter into
details, or to name any of the officers wha
have heen promoted. However, if we take
the case of the man promoted to be head of
the detective force, we shall see exactly the
kind of promotions the ('ommissioner is mak-
ing to-day. The present detective-inspector
was promoted, I believe in 1899, to the posi-
tion of sub-inspeetor, and was reduced in 1902
for tyranny and overbearing behaviour to-
wards the men under his charge on the gold-
fields. 1t is a curious fact that one of the
men who has heen retired by the Commis-
sioner under this infamous regulation is the
very sergeant who got the present detective-
inspeetor reduced to the rank of sergeant for
had behaviour on the goldfelds in 1902. The
history of this man would make very inter-
esting reading. T do nol propose to give it
to-night, but T want to deal with one case
whieh has happeneil since he held that office,
T do not think the Commissioner himself has
too much faith in him. But, owing to the
fact that they were old pals, and were mixed
up together in the Sholl affair, in the Post
Office seandal in the nineties, when special
police protection was needed for the P‘rincc
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of Wales, the present detective-iuspector was
not vousidered capable of performing the iob,
and the late detective-inspector had to be
trought back at a salary of 235, a day to
show the (ommissioner’s lack of confidence
i the man he had just promoted to the posi-
tion of dotective-inspector. A Ffew months
ago a probationer deteetive was walking down
Burrack-street when a constable, who had
been called into a fish-shop to remove an -
toxicated man, emerged with bis man. See-
ing the probatiener deteetive—who was not
on duty—the constalle asked him to look
atter the drunk while he went hack to get
further particulars, While the eonstable was
in the shop the intoxicated man fell down on
the pavement and injured his head. e was
removaed to the haspital where, later, he died.
The present {letective-inspector immediately
suspended this probationer detective, who was
not on duty at the time of the incident, and,
when the inguest took place, foreed that pro-
hationer detective to give evidlence before the
coroner and jury—with his case already
heard, and the verdict already given by the
tlc tective-inspeetor, Naobody having even an
elementary idea of British justice would have
first condemned a man and then forced him,
with the stain of suspension on him, to go
hefore a coroner's jury, Fortunately, the
probationer letective’s comrades realised that
he was not getting a fair deal, and thereupon
provided counsel to defend him. Those com-
rades paid for that counsel’s services, but
although the suspension has been removed and
the probationer deteective is on duty to-day,
the department has not seen fit to offer to
reconp the men that expenditure. That is a
matter which, T hope, the Minister will make
a note of and inquire into.  The Commis-
sioner’s latest report is a very curious doeu-
ment.  In it he arrogates to himself the posi-
tion of adviser to the Government, telling
them that they have done well in gome things,
whereas, on the other hand, they have left
undone certain things which they should have
lone; and ecommenting that there are in this
State men who are trying to undermine con-
stituted auwthority and supersede the existing
parliamentary form of government, It wonld
le interesting to know who the Commissiener
means hy that.

The Minister for Mines:
you in his mind.

Mr, JONES: If he really believes it, if
he has sufficient knowledge tp warrant that
statement in his report, why does he not do
his duty and arrest the man?

The Minister for Mines: He cannot, be-
cause you said it in Parlinment. You said
you wonuld support a Soviet Government.

Mr., JONES: T defy the Minister to prove
that T ever said anything of the sort.

The Minister for Minea: You said it only
the other nipht.

Mr, JONES: “*Hansard™’ is here, and if
the Minister ean prove that I said anything
of the sort, T will give a guinea to any char-
ity he likes to name. The Commissioner of
Police, the man in charge of ecriminal in-

I think he had
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vestigations in this State, has mo right to
make such a statement unless he is prepared
to show in evidence exactly what he means.
The Commissioner, who says there is & man
undermining constituted aunthority, ought to
bring his man to justice, or get out and let
somebody clse do the job. On the other hand,
it that mau docs not exist, then the Commis-
sioner is equally culpable in making a false
statement in his report. I know well what
the Minister is thinking of. What I said
was that if any body of men were thinking
of setting up a Soviet Government, I would
give them adviee.

The Minister for Mines: You said that you
wuuld lead a Soviet Government.

Mr. JONES: Xo, I did not. I am not sorry
for what 1 said, because if I could get people
to form a different sort of Government from
thit which includes the Minister, L would
be only too ready to do it.

The CHAIRMAN: We are discussing the
Police Estimates.

Mr. JONES: OQver which, unfortunately,
the Minister for Mines has control. Evi-
dently the 570 police regulations are not
aufficient for the Commissioner. He has just
issued to cvery police station in the State a
nire ealico sign, at what expense to the State
Meaven ounly knows, containing this wonder-
tul advice—

Police duties.
Hood temper,
Mr, Teesdale: Why ridicule that?

Mr. JONES: Has the hou. member read it?
It reads as follows:—

All persons are to be treated with the
itmost ¢ivility, forbearance and good tem-
per by the police. Whenever a question is
put to them by any person they are not
to answer in a short or abrupt manuer
hut with ‘the greatest possible attention;
at the same time they are to avoid as mmeh
28 possible entering into unneeessary eon-
versation with anyone. A perfect command
of temper is perfectly indispensable in the
proper discharge of police duty. A con-
stable must not allow himself to be moved
ar excited by any language or threats, how-
wver insolent; the cooler he keeps himself
the more power will he have over his as-
sailant, Idle or silly remarks are unworthy
of notice, and if the persons making them
rees that they have no effeet npon the
constable, they will soon leave off. For-
bearance and moderation will always be
anderstood and appreciated by the publie,
the magistrates, and the Commissioner.
The police are not te apprehend or un-
neeessarily interfere with any person un-
less some specific act has been committed
by which the law has been broken. To
deprive n person of liberty is o very seri-
ons matter, and great discretion is neces-
sary in trifling cases where one person
rharges another with-having committed an
offence. (Sgd.) A. Connell, Commissioner
of Police.
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Mr, Teesdale: It is all too decent for you,
ig it not?

Mr. FOXES: There are 570 regulations
dealing with the polive force, and these guali-
ties of patience, civility, forbearance, and
good temper are fully dealt with right
through the whole of them. The hon, member
will notice that ecivility, forbearance, and
gool temper are worthy of a ealico sign to be
nailed up in every police station, but that
there is not a2 word about honesty, justice,
truth, equity or fair play. Probably those
qualities are toq good for the hon. member,
Civility, forbearance, and good temper!
What about thosc other qualities which are
more essentinl to the police than are civility
and good temper?  What a waste of the
people’s woney! What a little, childish,
schoolboy thing te do. TFaney a man hold-
ing the office of Commissioner of Police send-
ing round this sign to his constables, who
already know wore about civility, forbear-
ance, truth, honesty, and equity than the
Commissioner himself will ever know.

Alr. Teesdale: Tatk about fair play! You
dare not tell him that i the street.

Mr. JONES: T have told it to him in the
street. I have told it to him through the
ecolumns of that dirty, filthy rag which the
Alinister is so fond of, That is open enough,
is it not? Doea the hon. member wish me
to go up to the Commissioner in the strect
and say, ““3Mr, Connell, you.have ne know-
ledge of truth, justice, or eqmity’’? What
sort of an ass wonld T be? That is the sort of

foolish  action the member for Roe-
hourne would commit. The police force hadly
needs Dbringing up to date and badly
needs Australianising, 8o far as T know
there are only two _lootless police forees
in the southern jlemisphere. One 18
in the native police force in Papua and
the other is the Western Australian con-

stabulary. Neither of these forces is pro-
vided with boots, though every other police
foree in Awstralia is. T hope that the Min-
ister will make a note of this matter. I read
thiz in the report of the police conference,
I am sure the people of this State do not
wish that their police force should be wplaced
on the same level as the native police of
Papua, The matter of pensions for the
police force could well he considered by the
department and by the House. In New South
Wales there i8 1 pension seheme which gives
a man of 10 or 12 years’ service a chance, if
suffering from ill-health, to get out of the

force. Tn this State a man has to
serve 23 years Dbefore he Dhecomes en-
titled o anything approaching a decent
gratuity or retiring allowance. These
are only two of a whole string of
things which need to be hrought up to
date. Above all T think the Minister might

well consider the matter of the control of the
Police Department. I am not finding any
fault with the Minister on this score, though
T ¢an find a million fanlts with him in other
directions.
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The Minister for Mines: There would be
something wrong if you could not.

Mr. JONES: XNo deubt the Minister could
firdd a million faults with me,

The Minister for Mines:' No, only one.

Mr. JONES: The fact that I am alive?

The Minister for Mines: No, that you are
insane,

Mr. JONES: That is another of the Min-
ister’s most polite and dignified interjec-
tions. The whole machinery of the law from
the Supreme Court down to the magistrates
is under the Attormey General, and it is
strange that another Miniater should bhe in
charge of the police forece. It would be more
businesslike and better for the force if the
whole of the machinery of the law were in
the hands of the Attorney General, the Min-
ister hest fitted to have control.

The Minister for Mines: I do not think
that applies in any other Biate in Australia.

My. JONES: Ti does in the Common-
wealth; Hughes has charge of his police.
Anyhow, there is no reason why this State
should not introduce the innovation. The
Alinister has quite enongh te do to look after
Mines and Railways, not te mention Forests,
without being worried with the control of the
police,

The Minister for Mines: T am a hit suos-
picious about your suggestion,

Mr, JONES: Personally I do not mind,
hecause I have very little te do with the
police nowadays. .As a husinesslike arrange-
ment for this business-acumen Government it
would be in the intrests of the State to have
the whole machinery of the law under the
control of one JMinister.

Mr. ANGELO (Gascoyne) [10.34]: T just
wish to say that, in my humble opinion, the
police force of this State, from the Commis-
sioner down ta the lowest unit, constitute a
hody of which we should be proud.

The MINTSTER FOR MINES (Hon. T,
Scaddan—Albany) [10.35]: T ecould have
answered the speech of the memher for I're-
mantle hefore he delivered it——

Mr. Jones: That is what T wanted you to
do.
The MTINISTER FOR MINES: TBecause
T broke a golden rule and read a dirty, filthy
12g known as the ‘fSunday Mirror.’’ The
speech of the hon. member is almost identieal
with an article which appeared in that paper.
The article is headed—f‘A bhitter partisan
police hrass-hat; Koltehak Connell and his
report.”” [ am somewhat surprised at the
horn. member’s remarks, hecanse of his
change of front. T have heard him refer to
the police as seabbing bludgers. .

My, Jones: XNever in your life,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: XNot with
regard to the Commissioner but with regard
to the police force, ant I wonder at the rea-
son for this change of front. Is it because
the Commissioner of Police does not reside in
the Fremantle eleetarate but that some police-
men do, and that the hon. member wishes to
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proteet the policemen against the Commis-
sioner?

Mr. Jones:
tude.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: XNothing
of the kind, The hon. member waxed indig-
nani at an interjection T made

Mr. Fones: [t was a filthy interjection.

The MINISTFR FOR MINES: And I
was delighted te note the attitude he
adopted, I wish the hon, member were al-
ways as caveful about his utterances as he
evidently wishes me to be, and that ke al-
ways applied to others what he expeeted from
others, 1In this brilliant article which evi-
dently emanated from the editor of the
““Airror,”’ and of which the member for
Fremantle seems to have sueh a thoroush
knuwledge—there may be some connection—
| find this sentenee, which is lanpuage of a
kind to which the hon. member would take
no exception— '

How many thousand written orders he
issues to the force every year econtaining
piffle that would insult the intelligence of
#4 nigger tracker?

The writer was speaking of the Commissinter
of Police. The article goes on to say—

What is his estimate—if he is capable
of forming one—of the degrec of intelli-
gence possessed by the foree if they read
all the rotgut contained in his orders for
their guidance?

. This appeared in a paper of which the
member for Fremantle has some knowled ze.

Mr. Jones: True,

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: And I
take it that since Sunday last, when the
article appeared, the hon. memher has
vhanged his attitude somewhat and i+ now
becoming quite vighteous and concerned
about his hehaviour. Max T suggest that in
future we might expect to find an article,
not about bitter partisan pelice brass lats,
but g little sermon from the ‘*Snnday
AMirror'’ telling us, not in this phraseclogy,
what we shauld da every day in the week and -
particularly on the Sabbath.

Mr. Jones: Tf it would do you any zond,
you should have it.

The MINISTER FOR MIXNES: T do not
suggest that it would not do me any good,
bhecause T hope T am not impervious to any-
thing which contains a little wisdom. T must
confess, though, that T am impervious teo
some of the utterances of the hon, member,
hecauge they lack wisdom.

Mr, Jonea: XNot all of them.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: They are
oxactly what the hon. member said about the
statements contained in the report of the
Commisgioner of Poliee. The hon. member
waxed eloquent and indignant at the state-
ment in the report that there were in our
midst those who woulil undermine our pre
sent form of government. 1 4o not ~nppose
the hon. member will deny the truth of that
statement.

Mr. Jones:
openly ¥

I have olways taken that atti-

Why does not he tackle them
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The MINISTER FOR MIXES: He can-
not arrest the hon., member for utterances
made in this Chamber. The hon. member is
privileged; he can say what he likes. The
hon. member knows that, during this very
session, referring to the eivil service strike,
he said that had the civil servants decided
to take over the reins of governmment and cs-
tablish a Soviet government, he would have
given them the benefit of the little knowledge
which he possessed on the subject. What did
he mean by that?

Mr, Jones: That I wouid keep them from
going too far. .

The MINISTER FOR MINEN: Keep
them from going too far! Whether the hon.
member is right or wrong I Jdo not propose
to debate the matter at this stage. He may
he right. Some of the things which happen
to-day would have been regarded as absurd
a hundred years ago, Everything on the wheel
may be wrong but the hon. member, being
the fly on the wheel, may be right. The hou.
member has made utterances on the public
platform, on the esplanade, and in Parlia-
ment, against the present form of govern-
ment, -

Mr. Jones: 8o also did you once.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Perhaps
we need a change, but not from the stand-

point of econstituted authority. That s
where we differ,

Mr. Jones: We want a change.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: We do

not want to move in the same old groove.
A change of government or of the system of
government may not do any harm. Yedera-
tion was a change in the system of govern-
ment, N

Hon. W. C. Angwin:
I think.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Perhaps
sv, but that is a very different proposition
from overturning our form of government,
doing away with constituted authority and es-
tablishing a Soviet goverament, which means
a dietator. I am not complaining becauvse the
hon. mewmber hag his own views on this sub-
jeet, hut T want him to stand to them and
ask the public to stand to him.

Mr. Jones: An ideal Soviet Government
wonld be a good form of government.

The MINTISTER FOR MINES: The hon.
wmember ought to go to Russia and tell Len-
nin and others what to do, for evidently
thex know nothing about the husiness,

The CHAIRMAXN: The Minister isx rather
off the track.

The MINISTER FOR MINES. The hon.
member introduced the subject. He eriti-
cises the Police Department; and centres his
attuck upon one or two officials. The system
eperating in the Police Department was not
brought into being yesterday, Tt has been
in operation for some time. The hon. mem-
ber knows that a policeman is never a popu-
lar individual in a community from the stand-.
point of the lawhreaker. T do not suggest
thot the hon. member would think that the
joli-» were popular. They have to do un-

And a very bad one,
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pleasant things, which may land them in
difficulties.  When the hon. member talks
about the Criminal Code having so many
sections in it, I want him to appreeiate the
fact that a member of the police foree must
not only have a knowledge of cvery one of
these sections, but has to Dbe careful of his
every aet, otherwise he will have to answer
for some breach of the law. Because he has
a uniforn on he cannot say what he likes,
and de what he likes with every individual
he meets, He caunot push and bunip people
about, and cannot arrest people without suf-
ficient grounds for doing se. .\ policeman
has to answer for his every act, just as g
private individual has to do. He has to obey
the Criminal Code and other instruetions as
well, [t is essential that we should have a
Commissioner of Police who i prepared to
divect the members of his force in such a
way as will prevent them from deing that
which we  all desire they should not do,
that is, abuse the powers conferred upon
them by their uniform. We passed through
. very strenuous period, and the present
('ommissioner had a most unpleasant task
to perform. Tt was due to the lovalty of
the police force generally that we got
through as well ag we did. It is alse due
in no small measure to the guidance of the
Commissioner that things resulted in that
way. To say that becaose there has been
a rumpus once or twiee, that everything has
not been just in the direction desired by
the hon. member, because u mistake may
have been made by the Commissioner, some
inspector, or a constable or policeman,
everything has to be condemned, is absurd,
As the member for Gascoyne said, our
police force is one of which we might well
be proud.
Mr. Jones: Of the force, yes,

The MINISTER XOR MINES: I refer
to the whole foree, from the Commissioncr
downwards. I know of no particular action
of the Commissioner which wonld warrant
me in suggesting that we have reason to re-
gret the appointment that the Labour Gov-
ernment made. We might casily have had
greater difficulties and troubles had it not
heen for the careful handling of the mem-
bers of the force by the Commissioner andd
his officers. There were times when the
position looked blaek., Had we one of the
Comvmissioners of the old days who were
prone to say ‘*Fire low and lay them out,’"
arnything might have hoppened, but nothing
of the sort has been done bs the present
Commissioner.

Hon, W, C,
tary.

The MINTSTER TOR MINES: They were
used by the poliee.

Mr. Jones: Just as the police have used
these spevial vonstables.

The MINISTER FOQR MiINEN: Na.

Tlon, W. ¢, Angwin: 'The statement was
misennstried, It wag not made in the way
that was suggestel.

Angwin: That wag the mili-
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The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon.
member must find someone to attack, whe-
ther rightly or wrongly. It does not con-
cern him a bit whether a person is guilty of
a4 crime or not, He talks about British
fair play and justicee. We give every man
in the commumity an opportunity of being
hearl either before a magistrate, a judge,
or o jury. He is given a trial. The hon.
member, however, will use the columns of
a dirty rag to attack a man withont hesita-
tion, whether he is guilty or not. The idea
of a trial does not enter his mind. Rightly
or wrongly he rushes in, That may be his
temperament. 1t is the only thing I accuse
him of. He has no control over it. T re-
gret that eirenmstance, but, as Minister
controlling this department, I cannot per-
mit statements of that kind to go cut broad-
cast, for they may be believed by some who
do not know the lion. member as we know
him. They may imagine that some serious-
minded individual in Parliament has made
this statement, and that they should take
notice of it, I say that no scrions-minded
man in the eommunity will believe that
there is a particle of trauth in some of the
statements the hon, member has made re-
garding the Commissioner of Police.  The
Commissigner has behaved in a manner that
should cause uws to express our warm appre-
viation of what he bas done through these
troublesome times.

General debate eoncluied; items discussed
uy follows:—

[tem, Inspectors, £4182:

Mr, LUTEY; Is there any reason for this
inerease im the number of ingpectors and
in the expenditure?

The ALinister for Mines: It is due to the
fact that one inspector is away on leave.

Hon. P, COLLIER: Why has a scuior
letective inspector been transferred to the
charge of the Kalgoorlie distriet! Tt is
strange that a wan should be put in charge
of a distriet of lesser importance than the
central distriet in the city, and be trans-
ferred from the latter place for that par-
pose. T understand that Tnspector Walsh
has been transferred to Kalgoorlie, and that
Tuspeetor Condon has been appointed to
take his place in the metropolitan avea. 1
a0 not know whether the transfer was due
tn any friction having been caused.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Certain
friction existed between members of the

aollfields staff in Kalgoorlie, and this was
voeently the subject of an inquiry. The
result was that several ehanges took place
anil the staff was re-arranged. The report
diselosed the fact that there was.a lack of
administrative ability on the part of the de-
tertive sermeant, and it was decided that
there should he a complete change. The
Commissioner held the view that In-
spector Walsh, who knows the conditions on
the HGelds very well and is a good
administrative officer, might be offered the
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Eappointment with a view to setting matrers
in order.  Mr., Walsh accepted the offer
without any question. The change did not
involve any loss whatever to him.

Hon. P, COLLIER: I have not asked my
question in any way on behalf of Inspector
Walsh, whom I do not personally know, nor
have I received any complaint from him.
It does seem to me, however, that in the
matter of oflicers the service is somewhat
overstaffed in Kalgoorlie, There is an in-
sprector of uniform police there, and now the
senior detective inspector is there as well.
I think thé Kalgoorlie detective staff con-
sists of only six gold stealing police and
two or three others. If Inspector Walsh’s
appointment to Kalgoorlie is for the special
purpese  of re-organising the detective
branch of the service there, it may be justi-
ficd; but I imagine that from any other
aspect there i3 not justification for keep-
ing two inspectors of police in the Kal-
goorlie district, which ten or twelve vears
ago was controlled by only one inspectnr—
and in the meantime the population has
decreased Dby about 25 per ,cent. The
present  arrangement is  hardly  warranted
as a permanency. A detective sergeiunt
with the necessary qualifications would be
quite capable of controlling the small «taff
of detectives at XKalgoorlie once re-
organisation has been effected. Ts (‘hief
Inspector Walsh’s appointment in Ealgoor-
lie to be permanent?

The Minister for Mines: T do not think
50,

Ttem, Censtabulary, £112,855:

Mr, SMITH: I was glad to hear the Min-
ister express such a high opinion of the
Pelice Foree, beeause I believe the general
public hold that opinien of the entire
scrvice, from the Commissioner to the last
appointed constgble, T trust that the Min-
ister will sec that the pay of the constabu-
larv is raised from the present minimum.

Hon. P. Collier: They have had consiler-
able increases lately.  They are the best
paid foree in Australia now, ’

Mr. SMITH: But a constable should not
be kept for any length of time on the mini-
nmm of 10s, 6d. per day.

TLon. P. Collier: That minimum applies
ouly for a few months.

[tem, Contingencies, £28,000;

Mr, PICKRERING: Is there any truth in
the statement that our police force is the
only foree that s not supplied with boots?

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: T have
nnt sceh any member of our force walking
nround barefooted.

Mr. Lutey: Perhaps the point is that the
police have to supply their own boots,

The MINXISTER FOR MINES: Io the
matter of allowances generally, our police
force is not below any other foree in Ans-
tralia,

Vote put and passed.
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Department of Attorney General
T. P. BPraper, Minister).

Vote—Attorney General, £83,404:

{Hon.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. T.
P. Draper—West Perth) [10.56]: Tn intro-
ducing these Estimates I desire to mention
a few facts showing how the estimates of
revenue and expenditure during the last
two or thrée years have been realised or ex-
eceded.
estimated revenue is £122500, In 1918-19,
our revenue was £80,000. For last year we
estimated a revenue of £91,000, but actu-
ally received some £184,000. T want to
draw hon. members’ attention to that point,
lest they should think there had beeu any
gross misealeulation.  The large inerease
which we received beyond our estimate was
due to probate duty on four large cstates,
amounting in the aggregate to £72,000, Of
course we eculd not possibly forecast that.
The work of the department has been in-
creasing considerably, and where there is
increased work there must necessarily be
inereased expenditure. This year, it will be
noted, there is an estimated increase in ex-
penditure of some £11,000. The expendi-
ture for last year was £71,760, and the
ecstimated expenditure for this vear is
£83,404, or an increasc of approximately
£12,000. That excess is made up of the
following itemns: increases in salaries of
staff, £3,675; loeal option poll, £5,000; gen-
eral election, £3,212: extra assistance for
the general cleetion, £1,985, These items
more than aceonnt for the inerease, but, as
against that, there is a reduction of £2,000
in other items. Ve find ourselves obliged
to increase the Titles Office staff, owing to
the large increase in work. Ta stipendiary
magistracies there is also an apparent in-
crease of £455., That is accounted for by
the fact that during a considerable portion
of lagt year medical men were not available
tor act in the dual capacity of resident
magistrite and resident medical officer.
Again, there is an increase of £2,827 as ve-
gards clerks of courts. Of that amount,
£1,073 is accounted for by increments, and
the remainder by the filling wp of offices
which last vear were either vacant or paid
from the temporary vote, or else filled by
junior officers owing to the absence of
scnior officers at the war. As regards the
item temporary eclerical assistance, it is
estimated that £2300 of the amount pro-
vided will be required to meet the rush
of work in the Tiles Office. As re-
gards the actual inerease of the work
last year, the department dealt with litigions
matters greatly in excess of the number for
the previous year. An increase of 5,609 was
shown under this heading, the figures for last
vear being 14,266 as against 8,657 for the
previons year. There was a large increase in
conveyancing matters, a slight increase in
eriminal cases, and a very large increase in
the Titles oftice work., These few remarks
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will indicate, 1 think, something of the in-
crease which T have mentioned as being fore-
shadewed in these Estimates.

Item, Magistrates, £7,737:

Hon. P. COLLIER: I am not asking for
an explanation of this amount; I am rather
inclined to complain that the inecrease is not
more. I wish to make an appeal to the At-
torney General so far as the magistrates are
concernad. These officers are some of the very
few who, T think, will not have the right of
appeal to the board we have recently set up.
[.ast year we voted incfeases ranging up to
£100 a year to officers in highly paid posi-
tions, :

The Attorney General: But the magistrates
will have the right to go before the board.

Hon, P. COLLIER: 1 am not sure of the
point, hut I was under the impression that
tley could not get there. Jf that is so, I can
understand that probably the Attorney Gen-
cral would take the point that he has no war-
rant for stepping in aml granting these offi-
cers an increase. The wmagistrates, howerver,
have had na ndvances for many years, apart
from one or two instances. The salaries are
not high and not at all commensurate with
the responsibilities. '

Mr. Smith: Is the chief wmagistrate in
P'erth included in these figures?

The Attorney General: Yes. I think the
highest salary is £636. There is very little
difference between his salary and that at-
tached to some of the less important magis-
tracies.

Hon. P, COLLIER: I regard this pusition
as a wmost important one.

Mr., Smith: Apart trom the work alto-
gether, we want to get the hest man.

Hon, P. COLLIER: The salary is very
little greater than it was in 1912,

The Attorncy General: There is practically
no change.

Hon. P. COLLIER: 1f the salary was a
fair one in 1912, and even in 1914, there is
ne arguminent that it ean possibly be regarded
as suflicient to-day. [ hope the Attorney
General will look into this matter.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The posi-
tion has not eseaped my notice. The list of
salaries shows that thcre are some increases
but, generally speaking, the salaries are net
in a proper ratio eomparedl with the import-
ance of the pesitions, [ have mentioned that
fact to the Public Serviee Commissioner and
up to the present there has been no reclassi-
fication of these higher offices. They are to
be reclasgified, however, and while T ecannot
control the amount of salary the Puhlie Ser-
vice ("oinmissioner shall provide, I am certain
thc remarks made here will have his eonsii-
eration. I was surprised to hear the leader
ot the Opposition express the opinion that the
magistrates wonld have no right of appeal to
the board. There is one point, of course, that
it may be that these officers come under the
administrative division of. the service and, as
such, may be provided for under the Appro-
priation Aet. They were not subject to clas-
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sification by the Public Service Commissioner
under the Aet of 1904, which Act, of course,
we are now amending by the legislation at
present before Parliament.

Hon. P. Collier: I know that we fixed
the salaries before. The Public Service Com-
misgioner did not. As they will be inecludea
in the reclassification, their case will prob-
ably be met.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes.

Mr. PICKERING: I endorse the remarks
of the leader of the Opposition and I think
the matter can safely be left in the hands of
the Attorney General.

Mr, ANGELOQ: T also desire to endorse the
remarks made by the leader of the Opposi-
tion and agree that we should pay the magis-
trates better. It is ridiculous that no in.
erenses have been made commensurate with
the importance of the positions, more par-
tirnlarly seeing that no increagses have been
granted for so long a period. Our magistrates
are nearly all professional men and it is
ridiculons to ask them to carry ount their
duties on this small rate of pay. What I am
afraid of is that unless we pay these gentle-
men adeqeately we shall be loging the ser-
vices of .some of them, who will be attracted
to the other States or to the Pederal service.

Item, Local Option Poll, £5,000:

Mr, SMITH: This item could very well be
substantially reduced. Apparently the idea ia
to take the poll on a day other than general
clectton day. If it were to be taken on the
day of the general election a considerable
amount of money would be saved and we
should have a morve representative vote from
the people. As at present proposed, we shall
have the loeal option poll almost within a
few days of the day of the general elections.
An effort should be imade to save this large
sum of money. I hope the Country party will
support me in this,

Mon, W. €, Angwin. Appareutly only one
member of the Country party is interested in
the [Estimates,

Mr, SMITH: Tt will be most inconvenient
for eountry people to have to turn out and
vote at o loeal option poll in their busiest
season, I move an amendment—

That the vote be reduced by £4,500.

T am sure that £500 will he quite suficient for
the purpose if the poll be taken on the day
of the yeneral election. To have two separate
polls would mean a shrer waste of money.

The Attorney General: We have to frame
our Estimates in accordance with existing
legislation.

My, SMITH: Will the Minister undertake
to bring in a Bill providing for the poll being
taken on the -day of the general election?

The Premier: No, certainly not.

My, SMITH: Welt, T will persist in mov-
ing a reduction of the item.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The hon.
member ean move till the cosws come home.
We cannot on the Estimates consider whether

Jdiflielty can be diseovered.
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or uot the poll should be tuken on the day of
i general eleection, The Govermment must
frame their Estimates on the basis of the
existing statute law, The hon. member takes
an entirely crroneous view of the position.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I gather from the At-
torney General's remarks that there is gome
impediment in the way of the hon. member’s
ideas Leing carried out. If it means the sav-
ing of £4,500, surely some way out of the
1t would cer-
tainly be absurd to take a local option poll
within a few days of the gemeral election.
I will support the amendment,

Mr, PICKERING: I oppose the amend-
went. L hope we shall never be guilty of
mixing issues like the local option question
and the general elections,

Hon, W. C. ANGWIX: Whether or not the
amendment be ecarried, the Aet provides that
the local option poll must be taken in April
Nothing is said in the Aect about the poll
being held en the day of the general eloction,
It would be silly to reduce the item since the
law prescribes that the money must be found.
The hou. member is not anxious to have the
poil taken on election day; he is merely talk-
ing to his electors.

Mer. Griftiths: What a rotten thing to say,
that members are only talking in view of the
cleetions.

Hon, W, €, ANGWIN: Tt is just abont as
rotten as is the hou. member. The law pre-
seribes that the general election shall be held
after the 31st January, and that a local op-
tion poll shall be taken in April

My, Smith: T heard you arguing last night
in favour of altering the law.

Hon, W, C, ANGWIX: When a measure to
alter the law eomes before us, I will tell the
hon. member my views. At present we are
dealing with the Estimates. The money
must he found to give effect to the law.

My, Hickmott: Would not it cost less to
take the poll on eleetion day?

Hon, W. €, ANGWIXN: I am not discussing
that point, The Attorney General! will have
to find the money irrespective of whether the
item is reduced or not.

Amendment put and negatived,
Vote put and passed,
Progress veported,

House adjourned at 11.22 pm.



